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Bihar has awarded the performer, punished negativity and
needless aggression. The stunning victory of Bihar Chief

Minister Nitish Kumar’s Grand Alliance is widely viewed as a
vote for his good governance, his innately soft nature and the
social engineering he achieved with friend-turned-foe-turned-
ally Lalu Prasad Yadav.

In the process, Nitish Kumar, the much-maligned Lalu
Prasad and their third ally, the Congress, pulled off a dramatic
win in assembly elections to deliver Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP president Amit Shah their second major defeat
since the February rout in Delhi.

The BJP failed in Bihar as there was no substantial anti-
incumbency against Nitish Kumar. But the BJP attempted its
best to tarnish his image mouthing fears of jungle raj if he took
power with Lalu Prasad.

Joining hands with Lalu Prasad was obviously a risky
decision but Nitish Kumar went ahead calculating that the caste
combinations it would bring about would deliver the results. It
did.

A journey across Bihar during the bitterly contested election
campaign showed that voters were divided on caste lines but
united on one point: that Nitish Kumar had done a lot to develop
the state.

Many also felt that the personal attacks mounted on the soft-
spoken Nitish Kumar by Modi and Shah backfired.

Nitish Kumar used all the jibes directed at him to remind
voters about Bihari pride -- just the way Modi used to do during
his tenure as Gujarat chief minister. And while Modi was
aggressive, Nitish Kumar retained his poise. He never lost
control of his temper, even while facing the most personal
attacks.

The BJP’s brazen attempts to polarise voters on religious
lines - on beef consumption and how celebrations would take
place in Pakistan if the BJP lost - didn’t go well the electorate.
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The Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) has said that it
will adopt a policy of

persuasion through education to
control population and quoted the
'Quran' to claim it favours small
families for those who can't afford to
raise big ones.

Stressing that the government
should formulate a national
population policy to check the
demographic imbalance as evident
from the increasing population of
Muslims in the country, the RSS said
it would create awareness on the
issue.

The RSS said the issue of
population control needs to be made
religion-neutral and its affiliates will
persuade communities including
Muslims to strive for smaller
families.

RSS Delhi state’s co-in-charge

Alok Kumar told reporters, “We
want persuasion through education.
Our members of the Muslim
Rashtriya Manch found quotations
from the Quran, where it has been
stated that if you are unable to rear
your family, its size should be kept

small and should be limited to what
you can raise.”

“We feel it is a sage advice. It is
a correct advice. This is the correct
advice for every section of society...
we don’t want to repeat the
Emergency days when things were
done by force. Persuasion is the right
way to do it,” Kumar said.

He said population policy should
be religion-neutral, but steps need to
be taken to check the imbalances. "I
agree that population policy should
remain religion-neutral. But where it
has not been accepted, we feel
persuasion efforts should be
increased there. I want to re-
emphasise that we have not raised
any questions on the religion-neutral
policy," he said.

RSS hopes the government will
agree to its demands in taking
effective steps to control population
and remove imbalances.

RSS asks for national
population policy
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The uncertainty over Aadhaar
is all set to be cleared with the
government ready to

introduce National Identification
Authority of India (NIAI) Bill in the
parliament.

Finance minister Arun Jaitley
said that Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-
Mobile (JAM, as government
refers it) is here to stay. "I think,
now across the political spectrum,
state governments and political
groups the need and utility for
Aadhaar has been universally
recognized," he said.

Most of the government’s
social security schemes and
digital initiatives are dependent on
use of the Aadhaar number.

Uncertainty has surrounded the
project after the Supreme Court
restricted the use of the number until
a constitutional bench delivers its
verdict on a bunch of cases
challenging the mandatory use of
Aadhaar in government schemes and
rules on the issue of privacy
violation.

“Concerns have been raised that
steps must be taken to remove the
sense of uncertainty regarding
Aadhaar. The need and utility for this
has been universally accepted. There
is a challenge pending before the
court. The question is whether it
violates the right to privacy.

“We can’t have a situation where
Aadhaar is acceptable for certain
kinds of measures adopted by the
government but not acceptable with
regard to certain other kinds of
measures. There will have to be a
universal standard,” the finance
minister said.

Reserve Bank of India governor
Raghuram Rajan also reaffirmed

Aadhaar’s utility in banking.
“Aadhaar is extremely useful for a
variety of aspects. One of the most
important is the ability to build credit
histories. Once you have an Aadhaar
number, banks feel safe in lending to
you. They know you would be
reluctant to default,” Rajan said.

"I think if the government can
take up the matter in parliament and
get it done, it will put a lot of things
behind us. We can do a lot of things
now but the law would help us to
really settle once and for all," said
Nandan Nilekani, former chairman
of UIDAI and co-founder of Infosys.

Last month, lifting its earlier
restriction, the Supreme Court had
allowed voluntary use of Aadhaar for
welfare programmes including
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), all pension schemes,
provident fund and Pradhan Mantri

Jan Dhan Yojna.
Before the order, the use of

Aadhaar was restricted to public
distribution system (PDS) and
disbursal of cooking gas
subsidy. Despite concerns that
the Aadhaar project may not
receive the backing of the BJP-
led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) government
that came to power in May last
year, Aadhaar received a fresh

lease of life last year after it got the
support of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and became a key component
of the NDA government’s direct
benefits transfer and Digital India
drive.

More than 930 million Aadhaar
numbers have been issued so far and
its coverage is expected to cross 1
billion by March 2016.

New bill to make Aadhaar legal
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T. CHAKRAPANI
DFO, Chittoor (West) Forest Division

Chittoor District

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE

Sub DFO Palamaner : Sub DFO, Madanapally
FRO, Chittoor West : FRO, Kuppam,
FRO, Punganur : FRO, Madanapally

FRO, Palamaner

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty

T. NARSIMHULU
DFO, Social Forestry Division

Kadapa District

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE

FRO, Kadapa : FRO, Jammalamadugu

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty
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Indian women do 9.8 times as
much unpaid work as men,
higher than the global average,

leaving them out of the formal
workforce, said in a new report.

Women contribute to 17 percent
of India's GDP, much less than in
many nations, the report released by
McKinsey Global Institute said.
China's women account for 41
percent of GDP, while those in sub-
Saharan Africa 39 percent and
women in Latin America 33 percent.

"The low-potential contribution
of women to India’s GDP contrasts
with their higher share of unpaid
work such as cooking, cleaning, and
taking care of children and older
members of the family," said the
report.

"Globally, women spend roughly
three times the amount of time spent
by men on unpaid work. In India, the
situation is more extreme - women

perform 9.8 times the amount of
unpaid care work than men."

If that unpaid work were to be
valued and compensated in the same
way as paid work, it would
contribute $300 billion a year to
India’s economic output, it added.

Using a new index to measure
gender parity across India's,
McKinsey found that Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Assam, Madhya Pradesh
and Jharkhand had inequality levels
similar to impoverished Chad and
war-torn Yemen.

Other Indian states such as
Mizoram, Kerala, Meghalaya, Goa
and Sikkim ranked higher on the
index, putting their women on par
with Argentina, China and Indonesia
in gender parity, it said.

Overall, the Female
Empowerment Index, or Femdex -
which is based on issues such as
women's autonomy, equality at work,
legal protection, political voice and
physical security - showed a broad

range of gender equality in India.
"We find a wide variation in

gender equality among India’s 32
states, which indicates where efforts
to bridge gender gaps need to be
focused," the report titled "The
Power of Parity: Advancing women's
equality in India" said.

"Advancing gender equality can
deliver sizeable additional economic
growth and broad-based prosperity to
the world — nowhere more so than
in India."

McKinsey estimates India could
boost GDP by $700 billion in 2025 if
women participated in paid work at a
similar level to men.

Indian women represent only 24
percent of the paid labour force,
similar to countries in the Middle
East and North Africa. Globally,
female workforce participation is 40
percent.

To bring more women into the
formal labour force, the report said
India must get more girls into

secondary and tertiary
education, expand
skills training and
provide greater access
to financial services.

India must also
step up gender
diversity in the private
sector, improve
infrastructure and
services to address the
burden of domestic
work and child care
and focus on dispelling
deep-rooted patriarchal
attitudes, it said.

Indian women do 9.8 times
as much unpaid work as men
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A 
MARTYR 

TO THE 
NATION

THE NEWS BUREAU

Pandillapalli Srinivas, belonging
to the Indian Forest Service
was brutally murdered on 10th

November, 1991 by the notorious
sandalwood smuggler Veerappan.
Srinivas was a young man who,
without expectation of any reward,
strove with singular determination for
the betterment of our society by
seeking to eradicate evil, never
allowing himself to succumb to the
temptations of compromise which
could bring safety.

He worked endlessly for the
protection of the living creatures that
share this planet with us be they
animals, trees or other, and what are
regarded as lesser beings. He was a
martyr to the nation and his bronze

statue at Chickmangalur stands in
testimony to the sacrifice of this
young man who died upholding the
values that dominated his life -
honesty, simplicity, dedication to duty
and the courage to stand by
principles.

Srinivas was born to Ananta Rao
and Jayalakshmi at Rajamundry in
East Godavari district of Andhra
Pradesh, on September 12, 1954. He
did his schooling and graduated from
Government Arts College in
Rajamundry. In 1976 completed his
Masters in Life Sciences from Andhra
University and secured a gold medal.

In the year 1979 he qualified for
the Indian Forest Service and was
allotted Karnataka Cadre. His first
posting was as Assistant Conservator
of Forests (ACF) in Chamarajanagar

of Mysore district in 1982. Srinivas
was elevated to the post of Deputy
Conservator of Forests (DCF)
Chamarajanagar in 1983 and stayed
there till 1987. As ACF he compiled
a directory of all sandalwood
smugglers and poachers operating in
the area and procured and circulated
photographs of these criminals. He
established and coordinated networks
between the police and foresters,
drew up strategies to curb the
activities of smugglers and poachers
and successfully isolated and
cornered a large number of them.
Srinivas was the first and only person
to arrest Veerappan in 1986 while the
SAARC Summit was in progress at
Bangalore. Veerappan was brought to
Budipadaga Forest Rest House in
Chamarajanagar Division for

In the year 1979 he qualified for the Indian Forest Service and was allotted Karnataka
Cadre. His first posting was as Assistant Conservator of Forests (ACF) in

Chamarajanagar of Mysore district in 1982. Srinivas was elevated to the post of Deputy
Conservator of Forests (DCF) Chamarajanagar in 1983 and stayed there till 1987
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interrogation. Based on the
information gathered, Srinivas
conducted many many raids in the
gang’s hideouts in Karnataka, Kerala,
and Tamil Nadu. When Srinivas was
out on one of these raids Veerappan
escaped from custody. An enquiry
was ordered into this escape and
some police officials were indicted.
Although Srinivas was not at fault, he
felt responsible and this probably
explains the tenacity with which
Srinivas pursued Veerappan when he
could have taken up softer postings
elsewhere. In 1987, Srinivas was
transferred as DCF at Chickmangalur
and within few months of his transfer,
Veerappan murdered Satyamangalam
Range Forest Officer, Chidambaram.
Srinivas rushed and assisted the local
administration in investigating the
case. He developed a network of
informers against Veerappan in his
native village Gopinatham.
Veerappan, however brutally
murdered the informants and hanged
their heads as an example in the
village.

The nefarious criminal also doled
out part of his ill-gotten wealth
amongst the villagers. His excellent
knowledge of the terrain coupled with
the silence of the villagers, out of fear
enabled him to extend his activities.

Post 1989 Veerappan took up
sandalwood smuggling in a big way
in Mysore and Coorg districts of
Karnataka and the adjoining areas of
Tamil Nadu and Kerala. A Special
Task Force was formed to tackle
Veerappan and his activities. While
the task force followed the methods
of aggressively patrolling the forests
and raiding hideouts, Srinivas
adopted the unconventional strategy
of building goodwill with people who
helped Veerappan.

At Gopinatham, Veerappan’s
village, Srinivas built a temple for the
Goddess Mariamman, at the cost of

Two forest officials of 
AP attain martyrdom
THE NEWS BUREAU

Two forest officials sacrificed their lives, while three others suffered
serious injuries while fighting a group of red sanders smugglers in

Seshachalam forests in the month of December 2013. A team comprising
eight officials and guards came under attack near Thumburu Theertham, a
water body in the deep forests. The smugglers carried out the attack with
stones when the team was looking for their colleagues who had ventured
into the forests. Deputy Range Officer Sridhar and Assistant Beat Officer
David Kumar were killed in the gruesome attack, while three others - FBO
Chandrasekhar, FRO Ramla Naik and FSO Ramana – were injured.

The attack sent shock waves among forest officials across the state
compelling the administration to press police personnel to handle the
situation. Despite this, the smuggling continued as the red sanders
smuggling had international ramifications and influential persons were
involved in it. However, police killed 20 wood cutters in Seshachalam forest
in April 2015, following which red sanders smuggling has stopped for now.
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Rs 3 lakhs raised through contributions. He provided
drinking water to remote tribal villages in his jurisdiction,
developed roads to inaccessible villages and obtained
motor transport connections between these villages and
nearby towns. He started a mobile dispensary for the
people and even learnt basic medicine to assist in the
dispensary.

At Chickmangalur, he planned and built a modern
forest complex spread over 50 acres, comprising offices,
official residences, a temple and private houses for
foresters under a self financing scheme. He took up an
ambitious tribal housing programme where he built 40
houses for the homeless people of Gopinatham village. He
used his own salary and borrowed from friends and
relatives to finance many of these humanitarian activities.
He was an outstanding forest officer committed to his job
and the people he served.

He raised the forest nurseries successfully in the deep
forests by impounding available hill top water. He
conducted afforestation drives, improved communication
networks and set up high altitude watch towers. He
understood that forest development and tribal
development are intrinsically related. Srinivas organized
co-operatives to sell the minor forest produce collected by
the villagers. He provided livelihood to the villagers by
employing them in forest nurseries and other
developmental works to discourage them from destroying
forest wealth and wildlife. Eligible people were identified
and appointed as watchers and guards in the forest
department. Veerappan’s gang members were also
encouraged to avail of these employment opportunities.
As a result of Srinivas efforts, public support base on
which Veerappan thrived was eroded. Srinivas offered the

gang members a rehabilitation package including legal
justice if they would lay down their arms and cross over.
A major breakthrough was achieved in 1990 when many
of the hardcore gang members surrendered before
Srinivas. Veerappan’s gang dwindled from over 40 to a
mere 8-10 members. Among those surrendered was
Arjuna, the younger brother of Veerappan. When they
were jailed, Srinivas personally engaged advocates on
their behalf and got them released on bail.

The Last Encounter with Veerappan In July 1991,
Srinivas’s tenure with the STF expired. He stopped getting
his salary and the security provided to him was weakened
but he stayed on as he felt that Veerappan’s surrender was
imminent. On 09th November, 1991 he received a wireless
message at MM Hills that Veerappan was ready to
surrender if Srinivas met him unaccompanied and
unarmed. Without hesitation Srinivas set out alone the
same night. He met Arjuna who had been missing for over
a month, at Ponnuswamy Gounder’s Veerappan’s uncle
house, stayed the night and left for the encounter in the
morning. The last message received from him said, “We
are hoping for the best. God will help us” Instead on
November 10th 1991, 37 year old Srinivas was brutally
shot while crossing a nullah 6 kilometers from
Gopinatham village. The State Government announced a
reward of Rs 1 lakh and recommended him for the
Presidential Gallantry Award. He was given a State
funeral. On January 26, 1992, Srinivas was posthumously
awarded the second highest peace time gallantry award
the Kirti Chakra, received by his mother from the
President of India at the Defence Investiture Ceremony
held at Rashtrapathi Bhavan.

(Courtesy: Dr MCRHRD IAP)
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Rich tributes were paid to
forest officials who laid
down their lives while

discharging their duties.
In separate programmes held at

Nehru Zoological Park in Hyderabad
and Sree Venkateswara Zoological
Park in Tirupati, forest departments
of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
observed ‘Forest Martyrs Day’ on
November 10.

This was the day when IFS
officer, Pandillapalli Srinivas, was
brutally killed by sandalwood
smuggler Veerappan in the year
1991.

Since then, forest martyrs’ day is

being observed to commemorate the
sacrifices of forest officials. Srinivas
was the first and only officer to arrest
Veerappan in 1986 but the smuggler
escaped later.

As many as 22 forest officials
have been killed since 1982 by
smugglers, land encroachers, wild
animals or in accidents. The names
of forest officers who lost their lives
while on duty were read out, and
tributes paid to them on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, forest
minister Jogu Ramanna assured that
he would request chief minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao to grant ex-gratia
to the forest officials killed in the line
of duty.

If it is red sanders in the forests

of Chittoor district of AP, it is teak
and other types of wood which are
eyed by smugglers in Telangana
forests. Although other types of
wood fetch lower profits than what
red sanders would fetch, scores of
trees in the forests are razed for the
wood.

He also said they were studying
the functioning of the forest
departments in Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and some
other states to examine what can be
done for better protection of forest
staff in Telangana.

Speaking on the occasion,
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests, P K Sharma said wood
worth Rs 10.79 crore has been

Rich tributes paid to
forest martyrs



The News You Like | December 2015 15

Name of the Martyr Designation Division Date of death Brief description

V. Aasheervadam Forest Beat
Officer Eluru 17-06-1982 While on dury he expired due to severe injuries

caused by the smugglers attack

M. Venkataramana Asst. Beat
Officer Chittoor (E)WL 06-04-1990 Forest smugglers stabbed him to death

L. Raja Rao Asst. Beat
Officer Markapur WL 23-09-1992

While bringing the attested smugglers to the court
the smugglers attacked axed all the three forest beat

officer to death

C. Ramaiah Forest Range
Officer Atmakur WL 20-06-1994 The extremists shot him dead in the office brutally

while performing his duties 

Abdul Gaffoor Asst. Beat
Officer Guntur 16-10-202 The extremist shot him dead while on duty

D. Ramachandra Reddy Dy Range
Officer Nandyal WL 10-04-2006 Killed by whild bear in Mahanandi forest area while

petroling the forest

Sk. Sahim Basha Forest Beat
Officer Markapur WL 24-01-2007 While checking a smuggling lorry another lorry hit

him to death

C. Srinivasulu Asst. Beat
Officer (VFM) Chittoor (E) WL 12-07-2011 While chasing a vehicle carrying red sanders by

suspected smugglers he brutally killed them

N.R. Sridhar Dy Range
Officer Tirupati (SVZP) 15-12-2013 He brutally expired while on duty attacked by the

red sanders smugglers

N. David Karunakar Asst. Beat
Officer Tirupati (SVZP) 15-12-2013 He brutally expired while on duty attacked by the

red sanders smugglers

LIST OF FOREST MARTYRS (ANDHRA PRADESH)

recovered since 2014-15, while
1,927 vehicles used to smuggle the
wood were seized and a fine of Rs
13.87 crore has been collected.

Paying tributes to forest officials
who laid down their lives in the line
of duty, Sharma said several
measures have been taken to
strengthen the department and to
protect the forests and wild life.

As many as 144 base camps had
been set up, while 62 strike forces
formed and 57 checkposts were set
up. Armed police units are providing
assistance in preventing smuggling
of wood, while 23 smugglers had
been booked under the provisions of
PD Act, he said.

He further said that as many as
2,127 vehicles including 1993 two

wheelers had been provided to forest
officials for discharging their duties.
Principal Secretary (environment and
forests), Vikas Raj and other officials
of the department were present on the
occasion.

Speaking at the Forest Martyrs
Day held in Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh
Forest Minister B Gopal Reddy said
steps would be taken to protect the
forests and wildlife by using modern
technology and equipments. Drones
would be used to protect forests and
prevent anti-social activities by
smugglers. 

The forest department has funds
to the tune of Rs 1200 at its disposal
for this purpose. Already, CCTV
cameras had been installed in all
important places that lead to the

forests and 1500 kms long trench has
been dug to prevent smuggling of red
sanders besides preventing wild
animals entering villages.

The minister paid floral tributes
to the forest officials who laid down
their lives in the line of duty and
called upon the gathering to tread the
path shown by the forest martyrs to
protect the forests and wild life.

Among others who were present
on the occasion include Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
(Andhra Pradesh), SBL Misra,
Member of Parliament Siva Prasad,
legislators Chevireddy Bhaskar
Reddy, M Sugunamma, Y
Srinivasulu Reddy, G Srinivasulu
and several officials of the forest
department.
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As many as 22 forest officials
laid down their lives in the
line of duty since 1982 in the

state of Telangana.

Md. Akbar Ali, FSO, Kamareddy
division, 11.03.1984 

A group of extremists attacked
Forest Section Officer, Md. Akbar
Ali on March 11, 1984 with arms and
brutally killed him in broad day light
in his quarters in Ramareddy village

after he refused to release a bullock
cart he had seized earlier while
smuggling illicit teak timber.

K Padma Rao, FBO, Karimnagar (E),
07.10.1984 

Naxalites and smugglers in large

THE UNSUNG HEROES OF 
FOREST DEPARTMENT
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numbers assaulted K Padma Rao,
Forest Beat Officer of Karimnagar
East on October 7, 1984 when he was
on patrol duty. The assailants
attacked him with axes killing him on
the spot.

G Narsa Reddy, FRO, Nirmal,
30.01.1987

A group of naxalites attacked
Nirmal Forest Range Officer, G
Narsa Reddy, when he was in
conversation with a group of
villagers at Pembi after his field
inspection on January 1, 1987. The
naxalites shot at the forest official
indiscriminately killing him instantly.

Solomon Raj, FBO, Kothagudem,
04.11.1987

On November 4, 1987,
Kothagudem Forest Beat Officer,
Solomon Raj was transporting seized
timber on bullock carts to Yellandu
for safe custody. However, some
smugglers stopped him midway and
brutally killed him, while two private
persons assisting him sustained
injuries.

Shaik Hyder, FBO, Jannaram,
Warangal, 12.11.1988

Forest Beat Officer Shaik Hyder
was camping at Jannaram village
after receiving information about
smugglers operating in the area.
Even as he was keeping a watch on
the suspects, the smugglers killed the
FBO on November 12, 1988 and
threw his body in a well in
Indanpally village.

R Lakshminarayana, ABO,
Kariminagar (W), 09.09.1996

Assistant Beat Officer of
Karimnagar (W), R
Lakshminarayana left his house and
rushed to a place where illicitly cut
team was being transported on a
bullock-cart on September 9, 1996.

The ABO was alone since it was an
odd hour. Despite this, he ventured to
seize the cart with the timber.
However, the smugglers attacked the
FBO with lathis and axes and
inflicted grievous wounds. The forest
official succumbed to his injuries
after fighting for his life for 15 days.

Ch Narahari, FBO, Karimnagar (W),
29.03.1998

It was the Telugu New Year Day,
Ugadi. On the night of March 29,
1998, Karimnagar (W) Forest Beat
Officer, Ch Narahari seized a lorry at
Metpally in which teak timber was
being smuggled. The smugglers
attacked him and his assistants with
swords. While his team mates ran for
safety, Narahari single handedly
tried to apprehend the smugglers but
was killed on the spot.

T Rana Pratap Singh, FSO,
Achampet, WL, 27.06.1998

Forest Section Officer, T Rana
Pratap Singh went into the dense
forest along with some of his
superiors and villagers in search of a
human killer. However, a wild black
bear attacked the group following
which the FSO valiantly fought with
the bear in an attempt to save others,
but eventually he succumbed to the
injuries. 

P Rajamouli, FBO, Warangal (N),
29.07.2001

Forest Beat Officer of Warangal
(N), P Rajamouli was on duty at the
forest check post located very close
to Eturunagaram police station in
Warangal district on July 29, 2001.
A group of naxalites attacked the
police station and triggered huge
blasts using tractors filled with
explosives killing a few police
personnel. Rajamouli suffered
grievous wounds in the explosion
and later succumbed to his injuries

while undergoing treatment at
hospital.

T Satyanarayana, FBO on contract
basis, Nirmal, 29.03.2011

Forest Beat Officer of Nirmal, T
Satyanarayana along with four
assistants had gone to Lingapur along
river Godavari on March 29, 2011
since he received information that
teak timber was being smuggled on
bullock carts. The smugglers, in an
attempt to escape with the timber,
attacked the FBO and his team with
sticks inflicting serious head injuries
following which the FBO lost his
life.

B Somaiah, ABO, Bhadrachalam
(South), 08.12.2012

Assistant Beat Officer of
Bhadrachalam South, B Somaiah
along with a private person assisting
him, went to Regulapadu village at
around 11 pm on November 9, 2012
as he received information about
smuggling of timber. The smugglers
attacked him with sticks and ropes
inflicting grievous wounds. He was
admitted to a hospital at Vijayawada,
but succumbed to his injuries after
fighting for life for over a month.

R Gangaiah, FRO, Kamareddy,
14.09.2013

Forest Range Officer of
Kamareddy, R Gangaiah and his
team went to Nallavelli village at
around 11.30 pm on September 14,
2013 as he received information
about the availability of tractors used
in the illegal cultivation and
encroachment of 20 hectares of forest
land.

However, frenzied mob of the
village damaged the jeep and
attacked the range officer and his
team with chilli powder, sticks,
sickles and axes in which the FRO
was killed on the spot. 
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National Forest Policy of India
envisages a minimum of 33
percent of the total

geographical area under forest cover
to maintain environmental stability
and ecological balance, vital for
sustenance of all life-forms, human,
animal and plants.

Telangana Ku Haritha Haaram, a
flagship programme of the Telangana

Government aims to increase the
present 24 percent tree cover in the
State to 33 percent of the total
geographical area of the state through
initiatives in notified forest areas and
initiatives in areas outside the notified
forest areas. The first objective is
sought to be achieved by a multi-
pronged approach of rejuvenating
degraded forests, ensuring more
effective protection of forests against
smuggling, encroachment, fire,

grazing and intensive soil and
moisture conservation measures
following the watershed approach.

Major fillip is sought to be given
to social forestry for achieving the
second objective. In the areas outside
the notified forest, massive planting
activities will be taken up in areas
such s; road-side avenues, river and
canal bank, barren hill, tank bunds
and foreshore areas, institutional
premises, religious places, housing
colonies, community lands,
municipalities, industrial parks, etc.

As many as 230 crore seedlings
are proposed to be planted in the state
during the next three years. Out of
this, 130 crores seedlings are
proposed to be planted outside the
notified forest areas (10 crore within
HMDA limits, and the remaining 120
crore in rest of the state).

It is also proposed to plant and
rejuvenate the viable rootstock to
achieve 100 crore plants inside the
forest areas by way of intensive
protection of the forests.

Telangana Ku Haritha Haaram
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B. SRINIVAS
DFO, Hyderabad (Territorial) Forest Division

Hyderabad District

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE

ACF, Hyderabad, ACF, Central, ACF, Hyderabad, Vikarabad,
FRO, Hyderabad (Central), FRO, Hyderabad (South)
FRO, Hyderabad (North), FRO, Mohammadabad

FRO, Tandur, FRO, Vikarabad
Dy Range Officer, Hyderabad (Central)

We salute our
Forest Martyrs

SRI MOHAN
DFO, KBR Park, Hyderabad

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty

FRO, KBR Park : FRO, MNP Chilkur



The News You Like | December 201520

NATIONAL NEWS

THE NEWS BUREAU

The Civil Aviation Ministry has
introduced a new policy
ensuring flying at a cost as

low as Rs 2,500 between two cities
for a distance span not extending one
hour of travel to make air travel
affordable for the common man.

Dedicating the proposed draft
policy to the common man, Minister
of State for Civil Aviation Mahesh
Sharma said: “Air travel is no more
a rich man’s domain. It was long
overdue and a policy ensuring air
travel for common man was
something a top priority on the
development agenda of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.” 

The draft policy ensures to cut
down the monetary barriers in peak
rush season. Sharma said the draft
policy will allow every common
man, especially living in small cities,
to fly at least once a year. On the
other hand, a big infrastructure
upgrade involving smaller airports
and allied services sector
development fuelling economic

growth is on the cards, he added.
Also, the Ministry of Civil

aviation has proposed a Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS) that will
come into effect from April 1, 2016
and boost connectivity within states
and regions.

The government has also
proposed the revival of air strips,
depending on demand, as No-Frills
Airports will be constructed at a cost
not exceeding Rs 50 crore, mostly
through the AAI to increase the
connectivity.

“Regional connectivity will hold

key for national carriers’ business as
more and more tier-II and tier-III
cities will be connected with the air
routes. The government will ensure
that it becomes a reality to link these
towns and cities with regional air
connectivity matrix and boost
aviation sector business prospects,”
Sharma said.

According to the draft National
Civil Aviation Policy (NCAP 2015),
there would be no service tax on
tickets under the Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS) apart
from service tax exemption for
scheduled commuter airlines taking
jet fuel from RCS airports.

For regional connectivity, 80 per
cent of the viability gap funding
would be shared by the Centre and
rest by concerned states. Power,
water and other utilities will be
provided at substantially
concessional rates. To fund the
regional connectivity, a fund has
been introduced. The government
expects about Rs 1,500 crore
annually from charging two per cent
levy.

Air travel to become affordable
for common man
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B.M. CHANAKYA RAJU
DFO, Social Forestry Division

Nellore Distirct

FRO, Naidupet : FRO, Nellore
FRO, Atmakur : FRO, Kavali

We salute our
Forest Martyrs

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

SRI CHALAPATI RAO
Conservator of Forest / CCF WLM, Tirupati

SRI SUBBA REDDY, 
DFO, Tirupati Forest Division(WLM), Chittoor District, 

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty

FRO, SVNP Tirupati : FRO, SVNP Balapalli
FRO, WLM Tirupati : FRO, SVNP, Chamala
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The union government has
announced that the local
bodies across the country will

compulsorily need to purchase
electricity generated from city waste.

"Besides, every bit of waste water
coming out of cities that can be
reprocessed must be compulsorily
used by electricity plants, so that the
clean water is available for use by
citizens," said power minister Piyush
Goyal.

These changes were being
proposed to help India realise its
commitments towards tackling
climate change. "Our policy is to
encourage the processing of garbage
and its conversion to wealth, in this
case being electricity," the minister
said.

He told reporters that the new
tariff policy would provide
incentives to renewable energy
projects as well as to those power
generation plants that are efficiently
using conventional sources of energy.

On resolving the issues of debt-
ridden power distribution companies
across the country, he said the
ministry would soon approach the
cabinet with a proposal that has been
worked out. He added that the state-
run distribution companies' losses are
around Rs.60,000 crore.

Goyal also said the government
has set a target of replacing regular
bulbs with LED bulbs in the next
three years, which will save 20,000
MW power and 10,000 crore units of
electricity per annum.

Local bodies must buy power
generated from waste

New tariff policy would provide incentives to renewable energy projects as well as to
those power generation plants that are efficiently using conventional sources of energy.
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K. LOHITASYUDU
DFO, Guntur, Forest Division

Guntur District

K. ASHOK KUMAR
DFO, Social Forest Division
Vijayawada, Krishna District

We salute our
Forest Martyrs

Let’s salute the Forest officials
who have laid down their lives

in the line of duty

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE

ACF, Macherla : FRO, Guntur
FRO, Vinukonda : FRO Macherla
FRO, Repalle

FRO, Vijayawada : FRO, Nuzvid
FRO, Machilipatnam
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Young people exercise in
order to maintain a trim
waist. But exercising after

40 could be the critical time for
preventing ageing, according to a
study.

Researchers say even low
intensity exercise in middle age may
slow the ageing of cells. As a cell
ages, telomeres naturally fray, but
their deterioration is thought to be
sped up by obesity, smoking, and
illness like diabetes and insomnia.
Telomere length has long been linked
with longevity.

Previous research has found that
athletes have longer telomeres than
non-athletes of the same age, as do
older women who carry out exercise
such as walking.

As part of the study, researchers
looked at data for 6,500 people, aged
20 to 84, based on their answers to
the National Health and Nutrition
Examination Survey. The survey
asks tens of thousands of adults to
provide information on their health,
including their exercise habits, as
well as undergoing an examination

and providing a blood sample. The
blood samples were used to test
participants’ telomere length.

The people in the study were split
into four groups, based on their level
of exercise. People scored a point if
they had engaged in each of the
following activities in the past
month: weight training, moderate
exercise like walking, vigorous
exercise like running or walking or
cycling to school.

They then compared a person’s
score to the length of their telomere.
They found that for every point, a
person’s risk of having shortened
telomeres declined. Those who
participated in one type of activity
were around three per cent less likely
to have shorter telomeres than
someone who didn’t exercise.

Those who did two types of

activity were 24 per cent less likely;
three activities reduced the risk by 29
per cent and four activities lowered
the chances by 52 per cent. The links
were strongest among people
between the ages of 40 and 65, the
New York Times reports.

This suggests that middle age
may be a key time to start exercising
to stop telomeres from shortening,
researchers said. However, the study
was not able to say how much
exercise is necessary to prevent cell
ageing.

The research was led by Paul
Loprinzi and Jeremy Loenneke, of
the University of Mississippi and
Elizabeth Blackburn of the
University of California, San
Francisco. It was published in the
journal Medicine & Science in
Sports & Exercise.

Exercising at 40
prevents the

body from ageing
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DR. PRABHAKAR
Divisional Forest Officer,  Manchiryal Forest Division

Adilabad District

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE

Sub DFO Luxetipet : Sub DFO, Chennur
FRO, Mancherial : FRO, Luxetipet
FRO, Chennur : FRO, Neelwai

We salute our
Forest Martyrs

SRI SRINIVAS
DRO, Social Forestry Division

Nalgonda District

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty

FRO, Nalgonda : FRO, Devarkonda
FRO, Suryapet : FRO, Bhongir
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Low-fat diets are not the best
way to lose weight, a new
study says, casting doubt on

decades of health advice. Scientists
concluded there is no evidence to
support the belief that people should
reduce the amount of fat in their diet.

The study raises further questions
about avoiding butter, full-fat milk
and other high-fat foods. Health
officials should give simple guidance
focused on portion sizes and
unprocessed foods instead of
focusing on fat, carbohydrates and
proteins, said the researchers.

Dr Deirdre Tobias, who led the
research based on data from more
than 68,000 adults, said: 'There
is no good evidence for
recommending low-fat diets.
Despite the belief that one needs
to cut fat to lose weight, the
scientific evidence does not
support low-fat diets over other
dietary interventions for long-
term weight loss.'

The Harvard team found that
cutting back on fat was a less
effective route to weight loss
than low-carbohydrate or
Mediterranean diets. Their study
in respected medical journal
Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology,
compiles information from 53
previous trials comparing the
effectiveness of low-fat diets.

Those on low-carbohydrate diets
lost an average 1.15kg more than

those on low-fat diets over 12
months, it showed. Researchers
found that low-fat diets led to a
greater weight loss only when
compared to a usual diet in which
participants did not change their

eating habits, with a 5.41kg
difference.

Dr Tobias called for a move
towards healthy eating patterns,
whole foods and portion sizes.
The conclusions were backed by
British cardiologist Dr Aseem
Malhotra, adviser to the National
Obesity Forum.

He said advice to cut fat
intake and boost starchy
carbohydrates has 'been a
complete failure tackling
obesity'. Dr Malhotra also called
for a move to food-based advice. 
Dr Alison Tedstone, chief

nutritionist at Public Health England,
said: 'The best way to lose weight is
by reducing calorie intake, for
example by reducing portion sizes,
and being more active.

Reducing fat intake
may not cut weight
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I.K.V. RAJU
DFO, Visakhapatnam Forest Division

Visakahapatnam District

P.J. BENERJEE
DFO, Vijayawada, Forestry Division

Krishna District

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE

ACF, Nuziveedu : FRO, Vijayawada
FRO, Nuziveedu : FRO, Mylavaram

Sub DFO, Visakhapatnam : FRO, Visakhapatnam
FRO, Chodavaram : FRO Anantagiri

FRO, Yelamanchali

We salute our
Forest Martyrs

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE
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Those who have always
believed that insurance is a
difficult process to handle, try

the Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana (PMSBY) through your Local
Bank. It costs you almost nothing,
and yet can be most beneficial for
families in the event of untimely
accidents. The scheme was launched
on June 1, 2015.

The PMSBY scheme is now open
for enrolment beyond the original
cut-off date of September 30, 2015.
Anyone having a savings bank
account between the ages of 18 and
70 can take subscribe to PMSBY to
protect themselves against accidental
disability or death for Rs 2 Lakh for
a meager amount of Rs 12.

The PMSBY claims have begun
to flow in to the insurance companies.
For instance, United India Insurance
Company Limited, which has the
largest number of Tie-ups with
various Banks, has reported over 320
claims in the first week of November.

Banks like Andhra Bank, trained
their Officials in handling claim
documentation and make sure that all
papers are collected in one lot and
forward them to their insurers, United
India. Regional Manager, Chitra R
Sekhar said that United India‘s
Settlement rate on these claims has
been exceptionally good. While the
scheme allows a time of 90 days from
the date of accident till settlement, the
claims are settled in far less time.
Claims at the insurance company

have on an average, taken not more
than two days, which is an incredible
achievement.

There has also been no attempt to
harass the claimants in any way, by
asking them to produce various
documents additionally and
repeatedly and the claims handling
has been extremely fast and efficient,
thanks to Officers like Hymavathy,
who has been following up on all the
processes very systematically and
sincerely, she said.

Andhra Bank, and others like
Andhra Pragati Grameena Bank,
Sapthagiri Gramina Bank and a host
of DCCBs are a very satisfied lot, as
their customers are witnessing the
benefit of an insurance scheme
without any hassles.

PMBSY, a boon for  common people
United India‘s Settlement rate on these claims has been

exceptionally good. While the scheme allows a time of 90 days
from the date of accident till settlement, the claims are settled in
far less time.  Claims at the insurance company have on an average,
taken not more than two days, which is an incredible achievement



The News You Like | December 2015 29

P VENKATESWARLU
DFO, Bellampally Forest Division

Adilabad District

Let’s salute the Forest officials
who have laid down their lives

in the line of duty

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE

ACF, Bellampally : Sub DFO, Asifabad
FRO, Asifabad : FRO, Bellampally
FRO, Kushnepally : FRO, Tiryani

K. RAVINDAR
DFO, Social Forestry Division,

Nizamabad District

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

FRO, Nizamabad : FRO, Armoor
FRO, Kamareddy : FRO, Yellareddy

We salute our
Forest Martyrs
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The National Mineral
Development Corporation
(NMDC) Limited has charted

out Vision 2025 that seeks to reorient
its business model to ensure raw
material security for Indian industry.

Chairman and Managing
Director Narendra Kothari said
Vision 2025 was essential for a
market leader like NMDC to take a
holistic view of its business in the
short, medium and long term and
strategize accordingly and not be

constrained by short term
fluctuations in business cycles.

Releasing the Company’s policy
framework for growth and
expansion for the next decade on the
sidelines of the mid-year review of
its Annual Business Plan, Kothari
expressed confidence in the growth
of India’s steel industry.

A key point of NMDC’s Vision
2025 is the ambitious expansion plan
to increase iron ore mining capacity
to 75 MTPA by 2018-19 and 100
MTPA by 2021-22. The road map
envisages systemic interventions

across the organization in six
strategic areas – Business Strategy,
Operations Strategy, Sustainability,
Capital Projects, Human Resource
and IT, he said.

Kothari also said that achieving
this scale of growth and being
globally competitive was an uphill
task. He, however, expressed
confidence in NMDC’s expertise
and professional acumen to put in
concerted efforts to ensure that the
milestones laid down in the Vision
document are reached within the set
time frames.

NMDCs Vision 2025 aims at market
leadership, global expansion
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A.V. RAMANAMURTY
DFO, Social Forestry Division,

Vijayanagaram District

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

FRO, Parvatipuram : FRO, Vijayanagaram West
FRO, Vijayanagaram East  : FRO, Ramabhadrapuram

We salute our
Forest Martyrs

Sk. SALEEM
DFO, Social Forestry Division

Srikakulam District

FRO, Srikakulam : FRO Narasannapeta
FRO, Palakonda

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT
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With a whopping 29.4
percent increase, a record
high of 1,32,888 Indian

students studying in the US in 2014-
15 academic year contributed $3.6
billion to the US economy,
according to a new report.

India was the second leading
place of origin for students coming
to the US, making up 13.6 percent of
the total international students in the
country, according to the 2015 Open
Doors Report on International
Educational Exchange, released
recently. 

The report is published annually
by the Institute of International
Education in partnership with the
State Department's Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs.
International students' spending in
all 50 states contributed more than
$30 billion to the US economy in
2014 with students from India
contributing $3.6 billion, the report
said citing the US Department of
Commerce.

China remains the top sending
country, with almost twice the
number of students in the US as
India, but India's rate of growth and
absolute increases outpaced China's
11 percent. It was also the second
year of rising numbers for India,
following three years of declines.

India's 29.4 percent growth is the
highest rate of growth for Indian
students in the history of the Open
Doors project, which spans back to

1954-55. The last time India grew at
a comparable rate (29.1) was in
2000-01 when the number of
students from India exceeded 50,000
for the first time.

India, China and Brazil
accounted for most of the growth in
international students on US
campuses as their numbers grew at
the highest rate in 35 years,
increasing by ten percent to a record
high of 974,926 students in the
2014-15 academic year.

"We are excited to see that record
numbers of students are taking
advantage of international education
opportunities," said Evan Ryan,
Assistant Secretary of State for
Educational and Cultural Affairs.

The number of Indian students in
the US is more than double what it
was 15 years ago in 1999-2000. In
2001-02, India became the top
sender of students to the US and
retained that position for eight years,
through 2008-09.

In 2009-10, the rate of growth
from India leveled off, and

Chinaovertook India as the top
sender and retains that place for the
sixth year in a row now, after eight
years of double-digit increases.

In 2014-15, China and India
together accounted for 67 percent of
the increase in international students,
and they now constitute nearly 45
percent of the total number of
international students in US higher
education.  Students from the top
three countries of origin - China,
India, and South Korea - now
represent approximately 51 percent
of the total enrolment of
international students in the US,
with the number from China and
India increasing, and the numbers
from South Korea declining by six
percent.

In the 2013-14 academic year,
304,467 American students studied
abroad for academic credit, an
increase of five percent, the highest
rate of growth since the 2007-08
academic year. India saw a five
percent increase in students from the
US.

Indian students contribute
$3.6 bn to US economy
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D. SUDHAKAR REDDY
DFO, Social Forestry Division
Sangareddy, Medak District

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

FRO, Siddipet : FRO, Sangareddy
FRO, Medak : FRO, Zaheerabad

We salute our
Forest Martyrs

M. JANAKI RAM
DFO, Social Forestry Division

Adilabad District

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty

FRO, Adilabad-I : FRO, Adilabad - II
FRO, Nirmal : FRO, Mancheryal

FRO, Basara
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Around 75 per cent of Indians
think that colds and flu can
be treated with antibiotics,

which is not correct, according to
World Health Organisation (WHO).

Based on the findings of a multi-
country survey, the WHO said that
misunderstanding about antibiotic
resistance poses a threat to public
health while many also do not
understand how to prevent it from
growing.

The survey, conducted in 12
countries and released in Geneva,
also said that in India, only 58 per
cent of the respondents knew that
they should stop taking antibiotics
only when they finish the course as
directed.

More than three quarters (76 per
cent) of respondents report having
taken antibiotics within the past six
months. 90 per cent say they were
prescribed or provided antibiotics by
a doctor or nurse.  Elaborating about
the respondents in India, it said that
while 75 per cent agreed that
antibiotic resistance was one of the
biggest problems in the world, 72 per

cent
believed that
experts will
solve the
problem

efore it
becomes too serious.

Antibiotic resistance occurs when
bacteria change and become resistant
to the antibiotics used for treating the
infections they cause. Over-use and
misuse of antibiotics increases the
development of resistant bacteria.

"As the WHO ramps up its fight
against antibiotic resistance, a new
multi-country survey shows people
are confused about this major threat
to public health and do not
understand how to prevent it from
growing," the statement said.

As per the survey, almost two-
thirds (64 per cent) of some 10,000
people covered across 12 countries
said they know that antibiotic
resistance is an issue that could affect
them and their families, but how it
affects them and what they can do to
address it are not well understood.

It said 64 per cent of respondents
believed that antibiotics can be used
to treat colds and flu, although the

fact is that antibiotics have no impact
on viruses. Close to one-third (32 per
cent) of people surveyed believe they
should stop taking antibiotics when
they feel better, rather than
completing the prescribed course of
treatment.

"The rise of antibiotic resistance
is a global health crisis, and
governments now recognise it as one
of the greatest challenges for public
health today. It is reaching
dangerously high levels in all parts of
the world," Margaret Chan, the
WHO Director-General, said after
releasing the findings of the survey.

The survey coincided with the
launch of a new WHO campaign
'Antibiotics: Handle with care', a
global initiative to improve
understanding of the problem and
change the way that antibiotics are
used. 

The multi-country survey
included 14 questions on the use of
antibiotics, knowledge of antibiotics
and of antibiotic resistance and used
a mix of online and face-to-face
interviews.  It was conducted in
Barbados, China, Egypt, India,
Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria, the
Russian federation, Serbia, South
Africa, Sudan and Vietnam.

Antibiotics
do not cure colds
and flu:WHO
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CH. SURYANARAYANA
DFO, Social Forestry Division

Visakhapatnam District

FRO, Visakhapatnam-I : FRO, Visakhapatnam-II
FRO, Chodavaram : FRO, Yelamanchali

FRO, Narsipatnam

We salute our
Forest Martyrs

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

AVSRK APPANNA
DFO, Social Forestry Division, Kakinada

East Godvari District

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

FRO, Kakinada : FRO, Rajahmundry
FRO, Amalapuram

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty
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Y. SANYASINAIDU
DFO, Social Forestry Division
Yeluru, West Godavari District

FRO, Eluru : FRO, Jangareddygudem
FRO Narasapuram

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

B. VENKATARAMANA
DFO, Social Forestry Division,

Anantapur District

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

FRO, Anantapur : FRO, Penugonda
FRO, Kadiri

We salute our
Forest Martyrs
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HELAPING HAND

LATA JAIN

Cycle to school, a humble
initiative of the NGO
Tharuni, is born to bring

hope, strength and a vision of
empowerment to marginalized rural

students in our state. And the
initiative is giving results.

For Mansi the cycle is not just a
means of transport to school, but a
weapon in her fight for education.
After all, it was the cycle that
conquered her parents' resistance to

continuing her education.
"They were not prepared to send

me to the school because it was far
away and there was no transport.
They did not want me to walk to
school every day. But this bicycle has
changed all that," she says with a shy

Ab Meri
Schoolw
ali Cycle
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smile. Many girls like Mansi are now
pedaling between two and five
kilometers to attend high school.

Raju Bohra’s broad smile does
not dim despite having biked nearly
two kilometers with his friend on the
pillion. "Earlier it would take us
almost 45 minutes to walk to school
and our parents were anxious till we
returned home. But now they are not
worried because we reach home fast
and also they know that each of us is
accompanied by another student,"
says this Class 9 student.

Do you know that thousands and
thousands of students drop out of
schools due to lack of transport in our
country? You may not be able to
educate a child completely, but of
course you can spend a few hundreds
of rupees so that they will reach
school safely and in time. Education
is the greatest gift that one can give to
a child and thereby strengthen our
nation. Thousands of students in rural
Telangana walk five to ten kilometres
to reach their school every day and
just imagine the kind of hardships
they undergo to get educated!

Disturbing, right?
Help them reach school. Donate

them a bicycle. Give them a better
future, pay back to the motherland our
due... Donate a bicycle! Be part of
nation building! Be proud to be an
Indian!

Bicycles will be given to needy
students who live in remote or isolated
areas and where there is no public or
school transportation. We will be
working in association with other
government departments to ensure
that the cycle cannot be sold, the
safety of the student on the cycle.

Actress Rakul Preet Singh
endorses cycle to school initiative.
She says "ab meri school wali cycle"is
a very innovative idea to educate
more and more children. You can also
donate your old bicycles. Release the

Brakes for a Poor Child’s education.
Details of address through

WhatsApp on 8977077008 Please
make your donations (above Rs 501)
to NGO ‘Tharuni’ Name of the
Account – THARUNI, Andhra Bank
A/c. No. 05481001018797 –IFSC
code – ANDB0000548, Santosh
Nagar Branch, Opp. Bhoji Reddy
College of Engineering, Hyderabad,
Telangana, India FCRA Registration
No. 010230576.

Tharuni Administrative Address:
27, Nagarjuna Colony, Vysali

Nagar Post, Champapet, N. Sagar
Road, Hyderabad –79

You can WhatsApp your email ID
so as to send you receipts and the
donor name benefited of your
donations. WhatsApp your queries to
8977077008 

Earlier it would take us almost 45 minutes to walk to
school and our parents were anxious till we returned
home. But now they are not worried because we reach

home fast and also they know that each of us is
accompanied by another student
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V VENKATESWAR RAO
DFO, Social Forestry Division

Warangal District

Let’s salute the Forest officials
who have laid down their lives

in the line of duty

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

FRO, Hanmakonda : FRO, Janagaom
FRO, Torrur : FRO, Narsampet

FRO, Mulugu

V. SATISH KUMAR
DFO, Social Forestry Division,

Khammam District

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

FRO, Khammam : FRO Sattupally
FRO, Kothagudem

We salute our
Forest Martyrs
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SRI VENKATESWARLU
DFO, Social Forestry Division

Karimnagar District

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

FRO, Karimnagar : FRO, Huzurabad
FRO, Peddapally : FRO, Siricilla

FRO, Mahadevpur

We salute our
Forest Martyrs

SRI RAMESH
DFO, Nizamabad Forest Division

Nizamabad District

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty

Sub DFO, Nizamabad : Sub DFO, Banswada
FRO, Nizamabad : FRO, Banswada

FRO, Kammarapally
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On October 24, 1995, Ashok
Jain was diagnosed with
diabetes with a reading of

429 mg/DL. What followed was
questions, tests, checkups,
suggestions and everything that a
newly diagnosed diabetic is told to
do.

Being an avid reader himself, he
gathered information on diabetes.
His tryst with diabetes and those of
his various family members spurred
him to grapple with the question of
how control over diabetes could be
achieved.

Ashok left his successful stint as
the CEO of Cadburys Schweppes
and ventured out into Healthcare
sector and started his own company,
Oxygen Healthcare Communications
and subsequently
goodhealthnyou.com.

Charged with high degree of
commitment and a drive to
accomplish, his successful stint in the
Healthcare field brought him in close
contact with doctors, pharma
companies, and patients. While he
was fighting with diabetes, he found
it difficult to visit so many places for
his different tests and diagnostics. He
wished the entire tests and treatment
could happen under a single roof.
Ashok was inspired to start a clinic
for diabetes management to help
people like him.

His experience, contacts in
healthcare especially in diabetes
management sector, made it look
possible to start a set up like this. 

And Lifespan was conceived - A

clinic for patients with diabetes and
cardio metabolic care. Starting with
one clinic in Mumbai in 2013 on the
World Diabetes Day, Lifespan soon

grew to become the world’s largest
chain of diabetes management clinics
with presently 26 fully functional
clinics across India.

Ashok Jain – helping diabetics
increase their Lifespan
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Ashok’s vision has always been
to provide diabetics a one-stop
solution for all their diabetic needs.
His willpower and meticulous efforts
have made sure that the quality of
diabetes care provided is maintained
at all the clinics.

He also introduced Lifespan’s
R.I.S.C. test which did not require
blood for testing. It is a non-invasive
test which shows your current
diabetic status by measuring 30
cardio metabolic and other vital
health indicators. To make the test
more comprehensive and helpful for
diabetics and people having
complications related to diabetes,
Ashok developed R.I.S.C. Vital test.
A combination of tests which
includes kidney and eye tests along
with the diabetes and cardio
metabolic tests.

Ashok and his Lifespan team
came up with Blue Score test which
is the Health Risk Assessment Index
of an individual, family or
organization. They have also
prepared a Pre-diabetes Proactive

Plan which takes care of pre-
diabetics throughout the year.

“There are about 7 crore diabetics
in India and 50 percent of them are
not even aware of it. Another 20
crore are pre-diabetics and
completely unaware of their health
condition, which is dangerous. I want
people of India to Win Over Diabetes
and not just fight it,” says Ashok.

When questioned about how he is
going to do that, Ashok said,
“Lifespan has started initiative
#WinOverDiabetes in association
with The Times of India. With this

initiative we aim to create diabetes
awareness and educate 10 lakh
diabetics about how to manage it.”

Ashok has been very particular
about providing affordable care to
diabetics. He always looks forward
to incorporate health and diabetic
products to make diabetes
management more effective for
patients visiting Lifespan.

Living with diabetes is no less
than fighting a battle, and there are
many unnoticed people living with
diabetes for even more than 20 years.
Ashok wishes to recognize and honor
them by compiling their secrets of
managing diabetes into a book titled,
Invictus – secrets of longest living
Indians with diabetes.

On the concluding note, Ashok
says, “I hope to touch many lives
with Lifespan and would like to
encourage people with diabetes to
not lose hope or feel discouraged and
in fact win over Diabetes. I would
like people to consider Lifespan as
the diabetes clinic by a diabetic for
diabetics.” 
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B. JANAKI RAO
DFO, Social Forestry Division
Ongole, Prakasam District

FRO, Ongole : FRO, Medarametla
FRO, Markapur : FRO, Podili

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

SMT. R. YESODABAI
DFO, Social Forestry Division,

Kurnool District

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

FRO, Adoni : FRO, Kurnool

We salute our
Forest Martyrs
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G. SRINIVASULU
DFO, Social Forestry Division

Chittoor District

We salute our
Forest Martyrs

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

G. NAGESWARA RAO
DFO, Social Forestry Division

Guntur District

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

FRO, Guntur : FRO Ponnur
FRO, Sattenapally : FRO, Narsaraopet

FRO, Working plan

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty

FRO, Chittoor : FRO, Tirupati
FRO, Madanapally
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Baahubali, which has emerged
as one of the biggest Indian
blockbusters, has now caught

the attention of international buyers,
so much so that the distributors in
Europe are fighting for its rights.
International rights of Baahubali have
already been sold in Latin America
and China among a few places
outside of India.
"There is a great demand for
Baahubali in Europe. Never before
there's been so much demand for an
Indian film. Several distributors are
literally fighting to buy the film's
rights. This is really good from Indian
films' perspective," said filmmaker
and European distributor Pierre
Assouline.
"Film market is the need of the hour.
It helps in finding international
distributors. I'm sure there are many
good Indian films that deserve a
release in other countries as well," he
said speaking on the sidelines of
Indywood Film Market (IMF). 

Baahubali in 
great 

demand among
European

distributors
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G. HARI KUMAR
DFO, Social Forestry Division

Rangareddy District

FRO, Rajendranagar : FRO, Vikarabad
FRO, Ibrahimpatnam : FRO, Parigi

FSO, Hyderabad

Let’s salute the Forest
officials who have laid down
their lives in the line of duty

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

DR. A RAMA MURTY
DFO, Social Forestry Division,

Mahabubnagar District

PLANT A TREE - SAVE ENVIRONMENT

FRO, Mahabubnagar : FRO, Nagarkurnool
FRO, Sadnagar

We salute our
Forest Martyrs
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Suhit Rakshit, Class X Student of Delhi Public School,
Hyderabad, received National Child Awards for Exceptional
Achievements in Music (Sitar). Suhit is the first boy from

Telangana state, who received the national award.
The award was presented to him by the President of India, Pranab

Mukherjee on November 14 on the occasion of Children’s Day. Suhit
is the son of Sujay Rakshit, Principal Scientist, ICAR-Indian Institute
of Millets Research, Hyderabad.

Suhit started his music lessons in Western Classical Piano in 2003
in Japan. At the age of five, he was introduced to Hindustani Classical
music in Sitar under the guidance of Late Sarada Mookherjee of
Bishnupur Gharana in Delhi. Since 2009, he is learning sitar under the
tutelage of Ustad Bashir Ahmed Khan of Etawah Gharana in
Hyderabad. Suhit is recipient of Cultural Talent Search Scholarship
from the CCRT, Ministry of Culture, Government of India from 2010.
He has given his sitar performances in All India Radio, Kolkata and
Hyderabad and Doordarshan, besides giving stage performances in
Delhi, Hyderabad, Bangalore, Guwahati and Jalandhar.

Besides sitar, Suhit has an exceptional proficiency in harmonica as well. He is also a good sportsman representing
his school in football and athletics in inter-school and state level. He is equally good in academics. Suhit keeps a keen
interest in welfare and protection of wild animals. He has a very good hand in photography and paintings as well. He
is compassionate towards disabled persons and has extended his service as scribe for slow learners at Kshetram,
Hyderabad. 

Suhit Rakshit receives
National Child Award
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Union Minister for Food
Processing Industries,
Harsimrat Kaur Badal

announced a deadline of 30
months from November 2015
for making the 42 mega food
parks functional.

Inaugurating the third
International Conference &
Exhibition – India Farm 2 Form
2015 organized by PHD
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry at New Delhi, the
minister said that the
government was evolving
regulatory framework for food
laws in consultation with all its
relevant organs.

The only way through which
the sweat of farmers can be
suitably rewarded and food
processing industry gain in is through
execution of 42 mega food parks
schemes, she said.

The government has created Rs
2,000 crores corpus through which

the entrepreneurs can avail loans at
about 9 percent interest rates and
with 50 percent subsidy element to
put up food processing industries in
pockets nearer to farm houses so that
the farmers and the entrepreneurs

gain in equitably, the minister
said.

According to the minister
the government allows 100
percent FDIs in the food
processing sector and as per
the report jointly prepared by
PHD Chamber and Grant
Thornton and released by the
minister, it is estimated that
the food processing sector

has received around
US$6429.15 million worth of
foreign investments during
April 2000 to June 2015.

Speaking on the occasion,
senior vice president of the
PHD Chamber, Dr Mahesh
Gupta sought transparency in
the food regulation laws so that
regulatory teeth are not mis-
appropriated on any pretext.

PHD Chamber’s agribusiness
committee chairman N M Kejriwal,
co-chairperson Priyanka Mittal and
secretary general Saurabh Sanyal
were also present at the 
conference. 

Centre sets
30 month
deadline

for 42 mega
food parks
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CH. PRAKASH RAO
DFO, Khammam Forest Division

Khammam District

Let’s salute the Forest officials
who have laid down their lives

in the line of duty

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE

Sub DFO, Sattupally : FRO, Tallada
FRO, Karepally : FRO, Sattupally
FRO, Dammapeta : FRO, FSP, Sattupally

SRI SATYANARAYANA
DFO, Nalgonda Forest Division,

Nalgonda District

SAVE FOREST - SAVE NATURE

FRO, Choutuppal : FRO, Miryalaguda
FRO, Devarakonda

We salute our
Forest Martyrs
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Finance Minister Etela Rajender
inaugurated world class
Honda Showroom, owned and

operated by SRK Group, at Go-
davarikhani in Karimnagar district on
November 22. Actress Praneetha
took part in the grand inauguration
by lighting the lamp.

This is one of the biggest
HONDA Authorized Two Wheeler
Showrooms in Telangana, owned and
run by SAI RAM KRISHNA MO-
TORBIKES. SRK, the largest and di-
versified group, is in to Volvo
Premium Car Dealership for Andhra
Pradesh, Filling Stations, Rice Mills,
Iron Ore and Real Estate verticals.

The new facility - Sai Ram Kr-
ishna Honda - is aiming for 30 per-
cent market share in two wheeler
sales in Godavarikhani Town. The

group aims to sell 1000 two wheelers
in the first quarter. The 8-bay ad-
vanced facility has capability of pro-
viding service for 3,000 vehicles per
month. 

Among others who were present
at the grand inauguration include

Koppula Eashwar, Chief Whip of
Telangana State, S Satyanarayana,
MLA of Ramagundam. Joel Davis,
Superintendent of Police, Karimna-
gar, HMSI zonal managers Rithesh
Nair and Sachin Jain and Chairman
Manchikatla Venkataswamy. 

SRK Group opens Honda showroom at Godavarikhani
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Andhra Bank’s net profit
jumped 74 per cent at Rs
251.26 crore for the quarter

ended September 2015, driven by
more profitable retail and SME loans
among other factors.

Total income for the quarter grew
7.24 per cent at Rs 4,744.16 crore as
compared with Rs 4,423.62 crore in
the corresponding quarter last year
while the overall business grew by
14.4 per cent to Rs 2,96,894 crore
from Rs 2,60,012 crore in the year
ago period.

Andhra Bank CEO and managing
director Suresh N Patel, who took
charge recently, said a combination
of factors right from the rise in
savings deposits, which grew 27 per
cent, to the improved performance

efficiencies have helped achieve
higher profits in this quarter.

He said they would expect to
register a growth rate of 14-15 per
cent in advances and deposits while
maintaining the net interest margin
(NIM) levels at 3 per cent for the full
year. The bank's NIM has increased
to 3.20 per cent as compared with 2.
93 per cent in the corresponding
quarter last year.

During the quarter under review
the percentage of net non-
performance assets (NPAs) has come
down to 2.95 per cent at Rs 3,750
crore in the quarter under review
from 3.86 per cent or Rs 4,315.79
crore in the corresponding quarter of
last year. Patel said they would aim
at bringing NPAs further down in
percentage terms by the end of the
current fiscal. The bank has received

Rs.378 crore capital from the centre
and raised Rs.500 crore through tier-
II bonds during the year, Patel added.

According to Andhra Bank
executive director S K Kalra, the
lower growth in corporate advances
and higher growth in the profitable
credit segments like retail and SMEs
have added to the business
profitability.

The bank has kept corporate loan
growth just at 10 per cent while
pushing the growth in retail and SME
loans 20.7 per cent and 31.2 per cent
respectively during the quarter. Net
interest income grew by 17.9 per cent
at Rs 1,302 crore from Rs 1,104 crore
in the year ago period. 

Andhra Bank Q2
Profit rises 74%

Suresh Patel, the new MD &
CEO
Suresh N Patel took over as
the new managing director
and chief executive of
Andhra Bank. He assumed
charge recently at Delhi.
Prior to this, Patel was the
executive director at Oriental
Bank of Commerce since
January 2014. He had earlier
served as the general
manager of Gujarat
operations at Dena Bank.
He has around three decades
of banking experience, most
of it in Gujarat. The science
and law graduate started his
career with Dena Bank and is
a certified member of the
Indian Institute of Bankers.
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The Employees’ State Insurance
Scheme is an integrated
measure of social insurance as

well as health care embodied in the
Employees’ State Insurance Act 1948
and it is designed to accomplish the
task of protecting employees’ against
the impact of incidences of sickness,
maternity, disablement and death due
to employment injury and to provide
medical care to insured persons and
their families.

The ESI Scheme applies to
factories and other establishments’
such as road transport, hotels,
restaurants, cinemas, newspaper,
shops, educational/medical
institutions wherein 10 or more
persons are employed. However, in
some States threshold limit for
coverage of establishments is still 20.

Employees of the aforesaid
categories of factories and
establishments, drawing wages up to
Rs 15,000 a month, are entitled to
social security cover under the ESI
Act. The ESI Scheme is financed by
contributions from employers and
employees. The rate of contribution
by employer is 4.75 per cent of the
wages payable to employees. The
employees’ contribution is at the rate
of 1.75 per cent of the wages payable
to an employee.

The scheme provides sickness,
disablement, dependants’, maternity
and medical benefits. Other benefits
provided to the beneficiaries include
confinement expenses, funeral
expenses, vocational rehabilitation,
physical rehabilitation,

unemployment allowance and skill
upgradation training.

The ESI Scheme is being
implemented in 31 States/Union
Territories and steps are being taken
to implement the scheme in
Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram,
Manipur, Andaman & Nicobar Island
by December 31, 2015 as part of the
second generation reforms.

Though 830 centres located in
393districts are covered under ESI,
whole areas of these districts are not
covered under the scheme. Steps are
underway to cover whole of these 393
districts by march 31, 2016.

Further, steps are underway to
cover all the construction workers
under the scheme by December 31,
2015, since they are currently not
covered under the scheme. The
second generation reforms also aim to
facilitate quicker disbursal of benefits
and improvement in health facilities,
decentralized decision making
systems. Towards this end, it has been
decided to set up state ESI

Corporations/societies in all states as
subsidiary of ESI Corporation by
March 31, 2016.

Further, the ESI Corporation has
undertaken the computerization of its
core activities and its records under
the project ‘Panchdeep’. The health
records of the Insured Persons
(workers covered under the ESI Act)
and their family members are being
preserved in electronic form.

The target now is to make
available electronic health records -
prescriptions and laboratory reports
to beneficiary through internet.

In a phased manner, all
dispensaries would be converted to
six bedded hospitals with facilities
prescribed under India’s Public
Health Standards by March 31, 2016.

Apart from initiating a host of
measures for improvement of health
services in ESI hospitals during 2015,
the corporation aims to create tele-
medicine facilities for the
beneficiaries in phases by March
2015. 
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ESIC implements second generation
reforms to improve services
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Since time immemorial,
livestock rearing is closely
associated with agriculture,

supporting farming community for
their livelihood as well as their
financial support.

Livestock farming is generally
taken up by small and marginal
farmers including agricultural labors
in rural India. In the changed
scenario, many progressive farmers,
entrepreneurs and unemployed youth,
mostly from urban and peri urban

areas, are coming forward for taking
up dairy , sheep farming on
commercial basis as prime activity
and profitable venture.

Telangana state is endowed with
rich livestock population having
41.94 lakh buffaloes, 50.34 lakh
cattle, 128.75 lakh Sheep Population
& 46.75 lakh Goat Population. The
state is having suitable resources for
profitable livestock farming, says Dr
Dasyam Venkateswarlu, director for
the department of animal husbandry.

About 29.25 lakh farm families
own livestock/poultry contributing

4.86 GDP in the state with 42.1 lakh
metric tonnes of annual milk
production, 5.05 lakh metric tonnes
of meat production and 1062 crore
egg  production.

There is a need to increase the
productivity of livestock in view of
the increasing demand. As part of
this, animal husbandry department of
Telangana is extending regular
services for health care, breed
development and fodder development
for nutrition of livestock through
2,145 different types of veterinary
institutions with a cadre strength of

Govt dedicated for
the welfare of

livestock farmers
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7,468 field force and 1,344
Gopalamithra centers  in the  state,
Venkateswarlu said.

The department is also
implementing livestock farmer
welfare programmes and schemes
specially formulated by the
Government of Telangana. The
government is implementing calf care
programme – SUNANDINI - where
in calves born to high yielding milch
aniamals like HF cross, Jersey cross
cows, Murrah buffaloes or born to
artificial insemination will be
enrolled. Such enrolled female calves

will be provided with 300 kg of calf
feed on 50 percent subsidy up to two
years, with free insurance coverage
for both calf and owner and health kit.

Annually about 31,800 elite
female calves will be enrolled under
this programme for which the
government has allocated an amount
of Rs 11crores for the year 2015-16,
the director said.

“We are implementing another
scheme - Stree Nidhi Bank – in
association with Dairy Development
Cooperative Federation and Stree
Nidhi Banks  to augment the milk

production in the State. As many as
40,000 milch animals will be
supplied to eligible women dairy
farmers from SHGs in the state
during the year 2015-16,”
Venkateswarlu said. 

Government has increased the
mass sheep and goat deworming from
two rounds to three rounds in the
interest of sheep and goat rearers with
an outlay of Rs 11.64 crores, while 64
units of intensive and semi intensive
sheep and goat farms will be taken up
with a financial out lay of Rs 6.4
crore during 2015-16. The
government is also implementing
sheep insurance scheme to prevent
losses for the farmers, he said.

Mobile veterinary clinics are
being run with an amount of Rs 218
lakhs for the year 2015-16 to ensure
livestock health care. The department
is producing vaccine through
Veterinary Biological Research
Institute with CGMP standards to
protect the livestock from diseases, he
said adding that the department was
dedicated to provide services to
farming community in the state to
improve the economic status of
livestock farmers with profitable
livestock farming. 
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Scientific Advisor to Raksha
Mantri, Dr G Satheesh Reddy
has been conferred with

honorary doctorates for his
significant contributions to defence
science and technology by two
separate universities

Jawaharlal Nehru Technological
University Kakinada (JNTUK)
conferred him with Honorary Degree
of Doctor of Science (D.Sc. h.c.)
during the Fifth Convocation event
held on November 21, 2015, while
Amity University has conferred a
similar doctorate on November 5,
2015. Speaking at the JNTUK
convocation, Satheesh said, a vast
pool of talent and expertise was
available in the universities and
academic institutes of the country.
“Universities have to be the much
needed catalyst in driving
Innovation.”

There is a need to identify the
competence and promote research in
key areas at our universities to meet
the technological challenges, he

added.
Dr Satheesh graduated in

Electronics and Communication
Engineering from Jawaharlal Nehru
Technological University (JNTU),
Anantapur and received his MS and
Doctorate from JNTU, Hyderabad.

He is an Aerospace Scientist well
known for his research and
development in Missile Systems and
sustained contributions in
advancement of Aerospace
technologies and industries in India.
As Director, Research Centre Imarat
(RCI), DRDO, he led R&D in
advanced Avionics for Defence
applications of the country and made

pioneering contributions to Indian
Missiles and other defence
programmes. 

Under his technology leadership,
DRDO designed and developed
navigation system with innovative
algorithms, embedded computers and
other critical sub-systems which have
been successfully flight tested in the
successive three missions of the
country’s first Inter Continental
Ballistic Missile ICBM class Agni-5
missile, propelling the country to the
elite club of advanced nations. Dr
Satheesh has several awards and
medals to his credit presented by
reputed institutions across the globe.

Dr Satheesh Reddy Conferred with
Honorary Doctorates
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With India experiencing
spiralling pulse-prices,
Associated Chambers of

Commerce and Industry of India
(Assocham) called for close
monitoring of food prices, warning
that rice prices may soon reach
boiling point with stocks falling fast
as a fallout of deficient monsoon and

drop in output.
"Prices of rice may shoot up to

reach a boiling point in the coming
months as the stocks of the key staple
cereal are depleting fast, owing to
deficient rains and fall in output,"
Assocham said in a statement.

"After pulses, onion and some
edible oils like mustard oil, rice may
cause pain-in-stomach of the
consumers if timely adequate

safeguards are not taken,"
Assocham's latest study said. The
industry chamber said though the
government estimates kharif rice
production at 90.61 million tonnes
(MT), the target is unlikely to be
achieved owing to severe deficit rains
in Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Maharashtra and Karnataka
"and the best that could be achieved
is 89 MT". 

Rice prices may reach 
a boiling point

The actual production may be around 103 MT during 2015-16. On the stock front, 
rice stocks have been steadily declining in the past three years
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"The actual production may be
around 103 MT during 2015-16. On
the stock front, rice stocks have been
steadily declining in the past three
years," the study reported.

"As against the stocks of 24.59
MT in 2012, only 13.89 MT (plus
unlimited paddy 3.61 MT) are in
stock as of today," it added.

The study titled "Impact of
weak/deficient monsoon on
agricultural production and prices"
said: "Increasing export outgo on
account of PDS (Public Distribution
System) and other welfare schemes
will continue to weigh on availability
in the open market".

Unless government is able to
handle the situation prudently,
depleting stocks will soon reflect on
the open market prices. It said the
deficient monsoon this year is likely
to slow down the economy
considerably and accentuate
inflationary pressure coupled with
shortages of essential food items
across the country.

A recurring monsoon failure

might push the country into a tight
corner in respect of rice, sugar, etc., it
said and suggested that Direct Seeded
Rice (DSR) should be encouraged to
conserve water.

"Presently, less than 10 percent of
paddy production is under DSR due to
limitations in the availability of
suitable equipment for DSR in clay

soils. Urgent attention is needed in this
regard to expand DSR acreage on war
footing," the chamber said. "Given the
drop in kharif 2015 foodgrain
production at 252.68 MT for 2014-15,
against a record 265 MT for 2013-14,
it is highly doubtful if India could
reach even 250 MT for 2015-16,
which is ominous," it added.
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NATIONAL NEWS

About 9.5 lakh Bihar
voters chose NOTA

THE NEWS BUREAU

Around 9.5 lak3h voters in Bihar chose
not to vote for any candidate in the
recent assembly elections and pressed

the "None of the Above" (NOTA) button on the
electronic voting machines (EVMs).

According to statistics released by the
Election Commission, a total of 9,47,276 voters
chose NOTA - 2.5 percent of the total votes
polled. 

The Grand Alliance of the Janata Dal-United
(JD-U), the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and the
Congress won a whopping 178 of the 243 seats,
leaving the BJP and its allies with just 58 seats
in the elections. 

FINAL PARTY POSITION
Total seats 243
Results declared 243
Janata Dal-United 71
Rashtriya Janata Dal 80
Congress - 27
Bharatiya Janata Party 53
Lok Jan Shakti Party 2
Rashtriya Lok Samta Party 2
Hindustani Awam Morcha 1
CPI-Marxist-Leninist-Liberation 3
Independents 4
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Flash floods in three districts of
Andhra Pradesh killed dozens
of people, damaged crops in

thousands of acres and paralysed
vehicular
transport for about two weeks in
November.

Chittoor, Nellore and Kadapa
districts bordering Tamil Nadu
received heavy rains during the first
half of November, inundating dozens
of villages and disrupting road and
rail transport. All rivers, rivulets and
canals in Rayalaseema and south
Coastal Andhra were in spate and
lakes, tanks and other water bodies
started overflowing.

The rains, under the impact of
low pressure in the Bay of Bengal,
resulted in large-scale damage to
crops and wreaked havoc in Andhra
Pradesh. Officials said 30,000

families were shifted to relief camps
in Nellore and Chittoor districts.

The floods also claimed the lives
of over 100 cattle and damaged
hundreds of houses. Educational
institutions in Chittoor district
remained closed for several days.
Rivers, rivulets, tanks and streams in
the affected districts overflowed. In
Nellore district, 40 villages were
marooned. Officials said at least 100
tanks have been breached.

Hundreds of vehicles were
stranded as national and state
highways passing through the
districts were damaged. The Indian
Railways had to cancel several trains
between Nellore, Tirupati and
Chennai as tracks were submerged at
a few places.

National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) personnel rescued
passengers from a bus and a car in
Nellore district. Six NDRF teams had

to be pressed into service to rescue
people caught in flood waters in the
district. Two helicopters flying from
Chennai dropped food packets in the
marooned villages.

Traffic between Vijayawada and
Chennai came to a halt as part of the
Chennai-Kolkata national highway
was washed away in Nellore district.
The Mumbai-Nellore highway was
breached by the authorities to make
way for flood waters which had
entered some villages.

The highway at Naidupeta-
Sullurpeta was also flooded,
disrupting vehicular traffic between
Tirupati and Kanchipuram. Krishna,
East Godavari, West Godavari
districts also received heavy rains,
damaging standing crops.

Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu reviewed the situation and
announced ex-gratia of Rs 5 lakh for
those killed due to recent rains. 

Flash floods play havoc
in Andhra Pradesh
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SPIRITUAL NEWS

Vasudaiva Katumbkam, the
world is a family…these are
not mere words. Our culture,

by ‘our’ I mean the universal culture
of the world, did not discriminate on
the basis of religion, birth, caste, social
status or geography. The distinction
was made between the civilized and
uncivilized; in vedic parlance, between
surs and asurs respectively. Those who
helped creation and lived for others
were termed as surs and those who
lived for themselves and did nothing
for creation were called asurs.

Consider this. Creation emerged
from the thought of Creator, Brahma.
Rishi Pulastya was born of Brahma, as
was Rishi Marichi. Pulastya’s son
Rishi Vishrava fathered Ravan.
Marichi’s son was Rishi Kashyap who
fathered Vivasvan (the Sun God).
From Vivasvan came Manu, the first
human being of 7 th Manvantara, who
gave birth to Ikshvaku from whom
started the Ikshvaku Dynasty, in
whose line was born Lord Rama. Ram
and Ravana were thus distant cousins.

Ram annihilated Ravan because he
tread on the path of adhrama, guided
by his asuric vritti. The same Ravan
had earlier been released from the
captivity of Sahastra Arjun by the
previous incarnation of Lord Vishnu,
Parshurama, for he was a good ruler
and a learned scholar. His downfall
began when he broke the conduct of
dharma and disrespected a woman,
Vedavati and later abducted Sita.

Vedavati was the daughter of Rishi
Kusadhvaia, who was the son of
Brihaspati, Guru of Devas. She was
well versed in the Vedas and
performed great penance to win Lord
Vishnu as her husband. She was
extremely beautiful and the glow of

her sadhna bestowed her with
phenomenal attraction. Ravana was
once passing by her hermitage and
was arrested by her beauty and glow.
Overcome by desire, he proposed to
her. Vedavati rejected his proposition
and explained that she was devoted to
Lord Vishnu. 

With a hurt ego, Ravan mocked at
her and her penance and grabbed her
by the hair. Vedavati then cut off her
hair and pledged to immolate herself.
Before entering fire, she prophesied
that since Ravan had insulted her, she
will be born again to destroy him. It
was Vedavati who was born as Sita,

the consort of Ram avatar of Lord
Vishnu, who became the cause of
Ravan’s end.

We are all one. We have emerged
from the same source. Our culture
divides on the basis of asuric and suric
vritti, those who destroy and protect
creation. The ones who kill the
innocent, abuse animals, spread terror,
destroy nature’s resources and pollute
the environment for selfish gains are
the asurs. The ones who protect the
weak, take care of injured and
abandoned animals, feed the poor,
educate the underprivileged, cleanse
and purify the environment and

conserve nature’s resources are the
surs.

For the balance to be maintained in
Creation, both surs and asurs are
essential. And surs and asurs can be
found across religions, faiths,
geographies and even in the same
family. For example, if you are
performing a yagya, there will be
plenty around who will try to prevent
you from doing it, it is a basic clash of
suric and asuric vritti. Or if you put out
food for stray and injured animals,
there might be neighbors who stone
and pelt the animals or put away the
food - again a clash of the suric and
asuric vritti. 

The clash between the surs and
asurs has been since time immemorial,
and clash is based on karmas, not
religion or region or birth. People with
asuric vritti normally go to hell and
bear immense pain there.

Next they take birth in a lower
dimension and bear pain again. This is
purification process for them as what
you do, you also have to counter
balance it with the opposite of it. No
matter how good you think you are,
when you are doing a negative karma,
you have to bear its consequences, that
is, purification.

Karmas are ranked both negative
and positive, In the first category, those
which attract the maximum
punishment are disrespect to the guru,
hurting the weak and turning your face
away when you see weaker animals or
humans being harmed. Those, which
bring the maximum gain, are the
opposite of the above. 

YOGI ASHWINI

SUR, ASURS EXIST
IN EVERY RELIGION
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ABOUT ESI SCHEME
The Employees’ State Insurance Scheme is an integrated measure of Social Insurance as well as health

care embodied in the Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948 and it is designed to accomplish the task of
protecting ‘employees’ (as defined in the ESI Act, 1948) against the impact of incidence of sickness,
maternity, disablement and death due to employment injury and to provide medical care to insured
persons and their families. The ESI scheme applies to factories and other establishments viz. Road
Transport, Hotels, Restaurants, Cinemas, Newspaper, Shops, Educational/medical institutions where in 10
more persons are employed. However in some States threshold limit for coverage of establishments is
still 20. Employees of the aforesaid categories of factories and establishments, drawing wages up to Rs.
15,000/- a month, are entitled social security cover under the ESI Act.

The ESI scheme is financed by contributions from employers and employees. The rate of contributions
by employer is 4.75% of the wages payable to employees. The employees’ contribution is at the rate of
1.75% of the wages payable to an employee.

BENEFITS UNDER ESI SCHEME
• SICKNESS BENEFIT • DISABLEMENT BENEFIT  • DEPENDANTS’ BENEFIT 

• MATERNITY BENEFIT • MEDICAL BENIGIT

OTHER BENEFITS BEING PROVIDED TO THE BENEFICIARIES ARE:
• CONFINEMENT EXPENSES • FUNERAL EXPENSES • VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

• PHYSICAL REHABILITATION • UNEMPLOYMENT ALLOWANCE AND SKILL UP GRADATION TRAINING


