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Shaking September! The events this month
have given a jolt to the country and two Telugu
states-Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.  On

home front Telangana and AP have witnessed heavy
rains. These unprecedented rains have led to flooding
of many places in all  districts of Telangana and
Hyderabad  city.  Heavy loss to standing  crops in
villages and inundation of hundreds of residential areas in the Capital city
of Telangana have thoroughly shaken people and government machinery
alike. Floods are reminiscent of the gross negligence and nepotism of
successive Governments in preventing encroachment of storm water drains
and  tank-beds of age-old water tanks in and around Hyderabad.  Finally
Telangana government has realized that it’s dream of developing
Hyderabad as per international standards is facing big hurdle in the form of
encroachments  and grabbing of nalas , tank bed and  Illegal occupations in
huge chunk of government lands. The Municipal minister’s statement that
Chief Minister is of a firm resolve to clear off all these illegal occupations
has created some hope for the lovers of the pearl city.

Militants have attacked the Indian army brigade headquarters at Uri
near the Line of Control on Sept.18,  killing 18 soldiers. It was the most
deadly attack in the northern region of Kashmir since 2014. It is well-known
to the world that India’s neighbor,  Pakistan, is waging a proxy war by using
its home bred terrorist groups for almost three decades. The country which
terms Indians as Kafirs is misusing Islam to radicalize youth from its
occupied part of Kashmir. Pak military is helping those militants to infiltrate
into Jammu & Kashmir to create havoc in the border state and also in other
states in the country. From Bombay blasts to Uri attacks, Pak militants
attacked several times, killing hundreds of Indian citizens and soldiers. In
spite of Pakistan’s consistent support to Militants and irresponsible
behavior on borders, India has observed restraint. With the latest attack,
which came as the  last straw on camel’s back, India’s approach towards
Pak has changed and led to Surgical Strikes by Indian armed forces on terror
camps on the LoC on Sept. 28th.  With this brilliantly executed strike in
which around 45 militants and  Pak soldiers died NDA government lead by
Narendra Modi has made it clear that ‘Terrorism will no more be tolerated’.

As September month has approached ending, things on the overall
have moved to near normal. Festival mood has set in with large number of
online and off line stores announcing huge discounts on food items to
fashion accessories. After all, hurdles and opposition are encountered only
to overcome them.  

Wishing you, our dear readers a very happy Vijayadashmi and colorful
Deepawali.
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A. RAmmohAn RAo

Tit for tat. This simplest
expression what has
happened on Line of Control

(PoK) in Kashmir. Thirty years of
India’s restrain ended. Pakistan’s
confidence that it can continue to
promote terrorist attacks
evaporated. Militants recruited –
trained – sent across the border to
India by Pakistan military
establishment made worst attack on
India army base at Uri killing 18

soldiers and invited unprecedented
elimination of two and half times of
that by Indian army for the first time
since 1971. Indian armed forces
have openly breached the border to
Payback for Uri. In `Surgical
Strikes' conducted exactly after tend
day after Uri attack from Pak side,
Indian  army hits 7 terror launch pads
in PoK on a dim-moon night, kills
40-55.
In a stunning reprisal for the Uri

terror attack that breached decades
of self-imposed restraint, India

conducted “surgical strikes“on
seven terrorist “launch pads“across
the Line of Control (LoC) in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir in the
early hours of September 29.
Terrorists were killed in the strikes
carried out by crack Para-Special
Forces who stealthily crossed the
LoC in the mountainous, thickly-
forested terrain to simultaneously
hit five launch pads located 1.5-6.5
km inside PoK. According to an
initial estimate, as many as 40 to 55
terrorists were killed. A day after the

MILITANT CAMPS IN
PoK MITIGATED

india
strikes back!





NEWS FEATURE The News You Like | October, 20168

Uri camp the Army had asked the
government to consider “limited but
punitive cross border strikes“to send
an unequivocal message to Pakistan.
After a series of briefings with maps
and sand models in the military
operations directorate in South
Block, PM Modi gave the go-ahead
on Sept.27 for the surgical strikes.
This was the first time since the

1971 war that Indian Army had
crossed the LoC. Indian troops did

engage in limited action across the
border quite a few times since then,
for instance in 2003 during
Operation Parakram and later in
2013 in response to the beheading of
five Indian soldiers. But this time it
was different. Unlike earlier
engagements, the government and
the Army boldly proclaimed they
had undertaken a big operation
across the LoC and justified it by
citing an imminent terror threat.

They also asserted the right to do the
same again if so required. This
marked the abandonment of
“strategic restraint“: The doctrine
which eschewed use of military
reprisals for fear of a nuclear conflict
and its replacement by a posture of
effective military retribution and,
more crucially, of pre-emption. It
was a stark announcement that the
fear of a nuclear showdown has
ceased to be a deterrent for India.
The raids, coming a day after

Pakistan defence minister
Mohammad Khwaja's threat to nuke
India, caught Islamabad unawares.
It denied the strikes, but soon came
around to accept that two of its
soldiers had been killed and nine
injured in “cross-border firing“. Its
different power centres reacted
differently, with the Army seeking
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to downplay the embarrassment,
and the civilian leadership warning
against more adventures at its cost.
Director General of Military

Operation (DGMO) Lt Gen Ranbir
Singh justified the action by citing
“specific and credible' inputs of
terrorist teams positioning
themselves at launch pads at LoC “to
carry out infiltration and con duct
terrorist strikes inside J&K and in
various metros“.
Militants attacked an Indian

army brigade headquarters near the
de factor border with Pakistan on
September 18.This was most deadly
attack in the northern region of
Kashmir since 2014 and India has
lost 18 soldiers.  Four "fidayeen" or
commando-style gunmen willing to
fight to the death had been
confirmed killed after penetrating

the base in Uri near the Line of
Control with Pakistan.
The military death toll was the

worst in Indian-ruled Kashmir since
a raid in December 2014, also near
Uri which is to the west of the
region's main city of Srinagar, in
which eight soldiers and three police
were killed. India accuses Pakistan
of supporting militant attacks in its
northernmost state of Jammu and
Kashmir, which they both claim in
full but rule only in part.
The raid comes amid heightened

tension in country's only Muslim-
majority region, which has faced
more than two months of protests
following the July 8 killing of a
popular separatist field commander.
At least 78 civilians have been killed
and thousands injured in street
clashes with the Indian security

forces, which have been criticised
by human rights groups for using
excessive force including shotguns
that fire pellets that have blinded
people.
India has blamed a Pakistan-

based militant group for that attack.
Pakistan denies any role in cross-
border terrorism, and has called on
the United Nations and the
international community to
investigate atrocities it alleges have
been committed by the security
forces in Indian-ruled Kashmir. The
relations between the nuclear-armed
neighbours have been on edge since
a New-Year attack on an Indian air
force base in Punjab, near the border
with Pakistan that killed seven
uniformed men. The two sides have
frozen a tentative peace dialogue.

(With agency inputs) 
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India would have to have an eye onfulfilling more responsibilities as
it prepares to implement the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change.
Consequently, the nation would
have to implement many programs
aimed at reducing exploitation of
natural resources.
With respect to greenhouse

gases, India would have to make
efforts to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 35 per cent compared
to 2005 and that target would have
to be achieved by 2030. The strategy
of the government is to reduce the
use of oil and coal and increase wind
and solar power generation. The
agreement would also require the
government to create a Green
Climate Fund.
That government and non-

government institutions are already
focusing on solar power would help
the initiative. However, much more
have to be done to spread awareness
about increasing output from clean-
energy sources. The government
would also have to take up the
initiative to provide clean energy to
millions of those people who do not
have access to conventional sources
of energy. India has committed itself
to generate 40 per cent of its
electricity needs from non-fossil
fuels by 2030.
Another challenge before India

is containing the depletion of forest
cover. The only way to meet this
challenge is to increase forest cover
and sustain existing forests. For this,
coordination between central and
state governments and the
promulgation of new laws would be
required.
Factories and vehicles that expel

carbon would have to be controlled
based on their polluting capabilities.
The government would also have to
promote energy from recycled
sources. Steps would also have to be
taken to prevent big companies from
throwing a spanner on efforts to
green the nation.
A new culture would be needed

in the transport sector wherein the
focus on conventional fuels should
be diverted to green fuels. This

would mean that the use of petrol
and diesel should be reduced in
favor of green fuels. The controls
that are already in force in this regard
in Delhi have to be extended to other
parts of the nation. Such measures
would also encourage exchange of
polluting vehicles for non-polluting
or less-polluting vehicles. The
government also could consider
traffic restrictions that were
imposed by the government of Delhi
recently for the nation.
It is expected that the new

initiative from the government
would also attract more foreign
investments. Green projects would
receive support from state
governments, but the challenge
would be implementing long-term
projects scrupulously. 

green is the new
challenge for india
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By -ChiRlA RAjendRA
PRAsAdA Reddy

After much deliberations
with various stakeholders,
Narendra Modi led NDA

government has announced a Spe-

cial Assistance Measure(SAM) to
Andhra Pradesh State on Septem-
ber first week. Opposition parties
immediately called for a statewide
bandh demanding special status
which didn’t evoke much response.
The initial scepticism over special

package evaporated after Andhra
Pradesh chief minister Chan-
drababu Naidu accepted special
package and thanked PM Narendra
Modi. Telugu Desam Party(TDP)
leaders, with the help of media,
worked overtime to drive home the

NO SPECIAL STATUS
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point that central government is
keen on helping the bifurcated
state. Union Minister M. Venkayya
Naidu and the state BJP leadership
acted shrewdly to assure Andhra
People that Narendra Modi govern-
ment is hell bent on helping Andhra
Pradesh. The YSRCP party, who
created ruckus in the assembly, is
finding it hard to get people sup-
port for special status issue as it is
unable to answer to questions
posed by intelligentia regarding
special status. The actor turned
politician Pavan Kalyan, who draw
flak for his insensitive comments,
left political stage temporarily.  
During last six months the

rumer mills have worked fullswing
in spreading ‘news’ about the cen-
tral government’s preparation for
givning  a special package to
Andhra Pradesh. But Last year the
Centre announced a special pack-

age to Bihar state. With this equally
strong was demand for ‘Special
status’ a glimmer home was also in
the news. Finally   Finance minister
Arun Jaitley finally  announced the
Special Assistance Measure on
September 7. So the centre took
time but announced a generous
package. In this announcement the
centre made it clear that for the
construction of capital in Amara-
vathi, Rs.1,000 crore would be
paid. An amount of Rs. 2,500 crore
rupees already was paid. Under
special development package for
backward districts, Rs.1,050 crores
would be paid. Rs.1,050 crore ru-
pees already were disbursed. The
Central government has agreed to
meet the entire expenditure of the
Polavaram project on the Godavari
river which at 2011 prices was ex-
pected to cost Rs.16,010.45 crore.
It will reimburse an expenditure of

Rs.5,135 crore which was spent by
AP state government from March
31, 2014 till now. 
Under the Reorganisation Act,

the commitment for resource gap
2014-15 being met on the basis of
standardized expenditure for that
year. A sum of Rs.3,979 crore ru-
pees has been paid and the balance
is being paid in annual install-
ments. The centre agreed to give
the Special Assitance Measure to
AP for five years, which would
make up for the additional Central
share the state might have received
from 2015-16 to 2019-2020. This
would be in the form of the Centre
funding externally aided projects
for AP signed and disbursed during
these years. 
The Centre said the Cabinet

Committee on Economic Affairs
has given an in-principle approval
for the establishment of major port
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in Dugarajapatnam on public-pri-
vate partnership basis, and there are
proposals to set up units of Steel
Authority of India and Indian Oil
Corporation.  
The National Highways Au-

thority of India had taken several
steps to establish national high-
ways in AP. After bifurcation, AP
got 11 central institutions and nine
have started functioning. A coastal
research university will come up in
Nellore district. Similarly a tribal
university in Vizianagaram district
and Central University in Ananta-

pur district will be established in
near future for which cost Rs.
10,000 crores.  

a mirage called special sta-
tus
At the time of state bifurcation,

the regional parties from Andhra
Pradesh failed to push concrete de-
mands. Even TDP president
N.Chandrababu Naidu tried to ma-
nipulate to avert bifurcation. This
created a vacuum and miscommu-
nication with the centre. The Left
parties who have no rallying points

to get people’s attention became
opportunistic and tried to make the
Special Status issue with the help
of so called intellectuals. The main
opposition party YSRCP which ini-
tially opposed the decision to con-
struct new capital at Amaravathi
changed its stand and threw itself
into Special status agitation. The
demand of Andhra Pradesh to en-
able it a level playing field to com-
pete for investment after the
bifurcation is clearly legitimate. In
fact, clause 94(i) to (iv) of the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation
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Act states that the Central govern-
ment shall take appropriate fiscal
measures including tax incentives
for the industrialization, support
the programmes for development
of backward areas, provide special
financial support for the creation of
the new capital and institutions of
governance. It does not state that
the Union government should ac-
cord the successor States special
category status. Admittedly, it is
difficult for the Union government
to accede to the demand for special
category status on objective
grounds. It could open a Pandora
box as the economically backward
States of Bihar and Odisha too
have been demanding the status for
long. The package is generous in
terms of resources to augment its
infrastructure and to create institu-

tions of governance and develop-
ment, but falls short of declaring it
as a “special category State”.  
Even though Andhra Pradesh

state assembly passed a resolution
urging this centre to accord special
category status(SCS) as per the
promises given by ex prime minis-
ter in parliament during passing of
AP reorganizing act, CM Chan-
drababu Naidu realized the diffi-
culty of getting of special tag for
the state. He argues that if centre
gives special status, we don’t get
EAP( Externally Aided) projects.
Even in EAP projects the centre
gives 90 percent grant. AP govern-
ment is presently taking up more
than 15 EAP projects. Naidu argues
the Northeastern states, which have
been given special status, still at the
bottom of the growth list. The cen-

tral-aided projects under special
category status were funded on 90
to 10 ratio with states paying only,
but after the 14th Finance Commis-
sion, the ratio  was reworked to 60
percent from the Centre and 40 per-
cent from states. The government
has devised a mechanism to fund
the remaining 30 percent over 60
per cent through foreign funds to
AP. The Chandrababu Naidu led
state government agreed to the spe-
cial assistance measure announced
by the Union government. The
Union government had agreed to
extend the financial assistance to
several projects. The centre had
agreed to bear the entire cost of the
project would be borne by the cen-
tral government since it has been
dedicated as a national project in
AP Reorganisation Act 2014. With

The major benefit from the special category status
was Central assistance for plan purposes under

the Gagdil-Mukherjee formula where 30 per cent of
the assistance was earmarked to these states, 90 per
cent of which was given as grants and 10 per cent as
loans. However, after the recommendation of the
12th Finance Commission that the Central govern-
ment should discontinue lending to the States and the
later should borrow from the market, funds ear-
marked for special category States were substantially
reduced. With the Fourteenth Finance Commission
assessing the total requirements of the States without
making a distinction between plan and non-plan, the
grants given under the Gadgil- Mukherjee formula
for State Plan schemes got subsumed in the formula
for tax devolution and grants. Therefore, the benefit
of higher Central assistance due to special category
status simply does not exist anymore. Thus, the State
gains immensely from special package in addition to
the transfers recommended by the 14th Finance
Commission. Eleven states in the country are enjoy-
ing Special Status, with Assam and Himachal
Pradesh struggling to meet their development targets

in spite of receiving advantages for several years.
One important benefit from the special category

status is the income tax and excise duty exemptions
on investments. This is meant to reduce the cost to
the prospective investors who otherwise will have to
suffer heavy infrastructure deficit, transportation cost
and remoteness of markets. 
The case of Andhra Pradesh is surely not akin to

that of north-eastern or Himalayan States and full in-
come tax and excise duty exemption would result in
flight of capital from Karnataka, Maharastra and
Tamil Nadu, creating distortions in resources alloca-
tion and disharmony between the neighbouring
states. Nevertheless, the Central government has al-
ready legislated the tax incentives in terms of addi-
tional investment allowance and accelerated
depreciation. When the 14th Finance Commission
did not recommend special status, the Cabinet de-
bated for days and approved AP special package. The
assistance package announced by the Central gov-
ernment, independent observers say, is generous by
any account and certainly more than what the special
category status could have brought in. 

cHanged secnario
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a view to get more projects for the
state, Telugu Desam party joined
the Union Cabinet in 2014. Earlier
TDP didn’t join the AB Vajpayee’s
cabinet. CM Chandrababu Naidu
feels severing ties with BJP is not
a pragmatic move. 

a fledging state badly
needs centres Help
Actor Pavan Kalyan recently in

a public meeting talked about self
pride of Andhras. But one should
be cautious about these kind of
emotional appeals because after
1991 reforms, a lot of things
changed in centre-state relation-
ships. Planning Commission went
into oblivion. Now we have a
NITI-Ayog which was formed in
tune with the changing times. 14th
Finance Commission was consti-
tuted by the UPA government and
its recommendations were accepted
by then prime minister Manmohan
Singh. 

The Centre has given Rs.3,979
crore as revenue gap grant, which is
more than three times the amount
recommended by the 14th Finance
Commission for 2016-17( Rs.1,293
crore). Similar facility to cover rev-
enue gaps in the future too has been
promised. Already Andhra Pradesh
state is facing a severe cash crunch.
With little coffers available to pay
salaries and for welfare schemes,
AP government has borrowed about
20, 851 crore rupees while central
government has given permission
to the state government to borrow
only 17,851 crore rupees. Central
government recently cautioned AP
govt. on excess borrowings.  

a neW beginning
Last year AP Assembly passed

CRDA(Capital Region Develop-
ment Authority) bill to facilitate
land acquisition for a  new capital.
AP government successfully land
pooled more than 30,000 acres for

capital construction without much
help from central government. This
is a rare achievement in a country
where land acquisition for indus-
tries is a tough thing due to archaic
laws. 
AP government initially faced

some challenges from Opposition
on capital issue but finally it had its
say. Separate Rayalaseema state
slogan died prematurely even be-
fore capturing public imagination.
Many industrialists have come for-
ward to invest Rs.4.25 lakh crore in
AP. This year Andhra Pradesh state
is before Gujarat in rankings in at-
tracting investments. 
Union minister M.Venkayya

Naidu said that never had a state
been granted Rs.2.50 lakh crore
within two years of formation. It is
true. Never in the history of this
country have a bifurcated State re-
ceived such a generous package
even when they were extremely
backward.   
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The number of mega cities in the
country is going up. At present,

India is home to five mega cities,
with over 10 million populations,
but by 2030 this number will go up
to seven. Indian cities figuring in
2016's mega cities list are Mumbai,
Kolkata, Bengaluru and Chennai.
Delhi will continue to be the second
most populous city in the world till
2030, adding a staggering 9.6
million people to its population ¬¬
the most in any mega city .By 2030,
Hyderabad and Ahmadabad will
join them, as their respective
populations would cross 10 million.

The facts have been revealed in
the 2016 World Cities Report issued
by the UN's department of economic
and social affairs. The report has not
relied on the administrative
boundaries of cities but has, instead,
preferred to use the concept of
“urban agglomeration“which is the
“the contiguous urban area, or built-
up area“. For example, in the case of
Delhi urban agglomeration, the
satellite cities of Ghaziabad, Noida,
Faridabad and Gurgaon are
included. Such inclusion makes
sense as people in these contiguous
areas are economically and socially
integrated with the main city.
Around the world, about 500

million people live in 31 such mega
cities. That's about 6.8% of the
world's population or 12% of the
world's urban population. The report
calculates that by 2030, the number
of mega cities will increase to 41 and
their population to about 730 million
or 8.7% of the world's population.
The UN report shows that only a

minority of urban dwellers actually
live in mega cities. Nearly 21% of
the world's population stays in cities
of population between 500,000 to 10
million, while an even bigger share
of 26.8% resides in smaller cities
and towns with a population of less
than 500,000. By 2030, the world's
population will decisively shift to
urban living with 60% of the
estimated population living in cities,
big or small. Currently, about 54%
of the world's population is urban.
Most of the urban growth is
happening in developing countries
in Asia and Africa. By 2030, as many
as 33 of the 41 mega cities will be
from the third world.
Of the 47 cities that grew by over

6% every year between 2000 and
2016, six were in Africa, 40 in Asia
(including 20 in China) and just one
in North America. Interestingly, not
all cities are growing. Out of the
1,063 cities with a population over
500,000, as many as 55 have shown
a decline since 2000. 

HYDERABAD
TO JOIN 
WORLD’S

MEGA CITIES
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blessing in disguise?

Heavy rains &
floods in telangana
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Draught effected Telangana
would not have asked for
more. The state and its

capital city Hyderabad have
witnessed very heavy rains and
floods. Life both in rural and urban
areas got affected seriously. On the
brighter side hundreds of water
tanks repaired under Mission
Kakatiya during last two years have
filled raising hopes in farmers.
People in Hyderabad city have
experienced unprecedented rains

and hundreds of colonies in low-
lying areas have marooned for days
together. 
With heavy rains knocked

Telangana over a week has affected
normal life of people in thousands
of villages. In almost all districts
crops ready for harvesting got
damaged causing thousands of
Rupees crores of loss to already
debt effected farmers. While 1.5
lakh hectares of crop was damaged
in Telangana, about one lakh
hectares of crop was damaged in
Andhra Pradesh, impacting paddy,
cotton, red gram and maize. Though
the rains have hit almost all of the
districts of Telangana, Warangal,
Nizamabad, Karimnagar and
Ranga Reddy districts bore the
brunt of the fury. Telangana has
formed nine teams to assess the
extent of the damage in the State.
Till last week of September 11
people have died in rain-related
incidents in Telangana. While eight
deaths were reported in Medak
district, three were from Warangal.
Heavy downpour has begun in

Telangana on September 21 and
continued for six days.  Authorities
are have evacuated villagers in
some districts. The increased flow
in Godavari river and its tributaries
following heavy rains in the
catchment areas of the river in
Maharashtra many villages in  five
districts of Telangana - Adilabad,
Nizamabad, Karimnagar, Warangal
and Khammam witnessed floods.
The water from the under-
construction Mid Manair Dam in
Boinapally mandal of Karimnagar
had started overflowing from the
bund and the earthen embankment
had got breached, resulting in
floods in the area. Over 1,000
villagers staying in six villages near
the Mid Manair dam, which was

overflowing, were evacuated as a
precautionary measure.  
The state government has

immediately stated taking steps and
administration has swung into
action. On the direction of Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao his
ministerial colleagues stayed in
their respective districts and
monitored the flood situation and
supervise relief and rehabilitation
works. Control rooms were started
in all the districts to reach out to the
marooned people with necessary
relief. Revenue, police, medical
health department officials
monitored the situation
continuously. This has not only
assured people in distress but
minimized loss of lives. 
Because of these heavy rains

and flood both road transport and
rail ways got seriously affected. In
many districts RTC could not run
some services. With the met office
forecasting more rains people have
cancelled, postponed travel and
private vehicle were also minimum
on the national, state high ways.
Large number of goods transport
vehicles have stopped by the side of
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high ways fearing flasfloods and
damaged roads. This has caused
shortage of some essential
commodities in town and cities.
The prices of vegetables were
increased owing to shortage of
supply from villages.
Train services between

Hyderabad and Vijayawada were
stalled for four days due to damage
to the tracks following heavy rain
in Andhra Pradesh. South Central
Railway (SCR) cancelled 17 trains
and diverted 24 others due to
breaches between Sattenapalli and
Piduguralla in Guntur Division. 
In capital Hyderabad, some of

the low-lying areas are inundated
for almost a week. With the met
office forecasting heavy  rains apart
from sounding  high alert in the city
the state government has declared
a two-day holiday for all
educational institutions while
information technology companies
were urged to provide a work from
home' option to the employees.
With water level in Hussain Sagar

Lake in the heart of the city
reaching full tank level and water
released through a surplus drain,
people living in areas along this
drain have affected. All three parks
surrounding the lake have been
closed for public.
People residing in low-lying

areas throughout GHMC limits
were shifted to safer zones with
help from police, NDRF and Army.
The incessant rains once again
brought normal life to a standstill in
the city. People returning home
from offices were caught in traffic
jams in almost all parts of
Hyderabad and its twin
Secunderabad. Also, four columns
of Army are already deployed in
rain-affected areas of Hyderabad
and neighbouring Ranga Reddy
district.
The unprecedented rains and

floods caused serious damage to
small and medium scale industries
in Hyderabad. With over 10,000
small units along the low-lying
industrial belt of Quthbullapur,

Dulapally, Jeedimetla, Cherlapally,
Kukatpally and Balanagar,
completely ruined following the
heavy rains, the fate of many daily
wagers remains uncertain. Many
units which were completely
submerged and have been
inaccessible so far were opened
over the weekend to sights of
damaged machinery and raw
material.
Industries, including those

focusing on engineering, steel,
plastics, bulk drugs, and food
processing are among those worst
hit. From having to re-do electrical
connections, to losing out on
orders, to buying new machinery ,
the industrial units that supply
goods in Telangana as well as to AP
, Karnataka and Maharashtra are
going to take a while to recover.
Rain or shine life has to go the

people of Telangana who have
many a times have with stood the
natural and manmade calamities
will sure raise again to prove their
zest for life.



The News You Like | October, 2016 COLOUMN 23

The flooding in some areas of GHMC
and suburban colonies came as a
grim reminder of the unprecedented

Musi floods of 1908 and the relatively recent
floods in August 2000. Even Chief Minister
KCR himself announced that the “the heavy
rains in the past few days in the state
including Hyderabad, which is
unprecedented after the 1908 floods in the
city,"
In 1908 floods were nature’s fury with

Musi. To prevent any such situation in future
the then ruler Nizam could get to dams on
Moosa and Eesa the tributaries of Musi.
With Osmansagar and Himayathsagar tanks
Civil engineering genius Mokshagundam
Vishweshwarayya could not only helped
prevention of Musi floods but made
arrangement for drinking water supply for
Hyderabad city. From that day there were no
floods to Musi, till year 2000. Last floods
gave first indication emerging threat to
capital city, in the form of illegal
constructions obstructing nalas and
occupying lake beds of water tanks in
GHMC and surrounding areas.
This September again  Hyderabad has

affected by heavy rains, floods. Capital city
has received 464 mm of rain this September
which is a record since 1908. Generally, the
city receives 84 mm of rain during
September, but this year, so far, it received
448% more than the normal rainfall. This
has lead to inundation of several colonies.
Scores of apartment blocks submerged up
to the level of first floor. The root cause of
inundation of several colonies was
encroachment of storm water drains (nalas).
Latest estimates say there are around

28,000 buildings built illegally on city's

storm water drains which are obstructing
flow of storm water during heavy rains. Of
the 390 km-length of nalas in the city, 173
km of them are directly connected to Musi
River. But illegal structures are completely
obstructing flow of water through these
drains.
This has not happened in year or two.

Trend has begun in mid 1990s and continued
in four successive governments. Political
leaders, mostly belonging to ruling parties
of those years have made money by
supporting, helping the encroachers. All
those days GHMC turned a blind eye to
encroachments. Rarely if some honest
official issued notices politicians opposed
action. Even if that official sticks to his

time to liberate Hyd
from encroachments

■ d. BAlReddy
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stand, occupants of these illegal
structures who are socially,
economically powerful approached
courts and got stay orders,
The grabbing tank bed lands

belonging to many water tanks also
led to inundation. In many places
total colonies have submerged in the
flood waters because of this. It is
estimated that there use to be around
2,800 lakes under the jurisdiction of
the Hyderabad Metropolitan
Development Authority. Many tanks
in Hyderabad city and suburbs have
fell victims of land grabbers. If we
look at the images on Google Maps
of some major tanks can give clear
perspective to the extent to which
water bodies have been eaten into
over the years. For example if we see
pictures of  Nizampet lake in 2013
and 2016, they clearly shows that not
only has the lake been halved in size,
but two parts, now called `Yellama
Kunta 1' and ̀ Yellama Kunta 2', have
been split by a substantial spread of
construction activity. Two-thirds of
the original lake space has been
swallowed by real-estate sharks. An
entire housing settlement has come
up in the middle of the lake. Not just
the Nizampet Lake, but lake beds
seen earlier in Miyapur,
Pragatinagar, Chandanagar,
Bachupally and Deeptisrinagar -all
within the 5-6 km radius of the
flooded Nizampet region -have also
been targeted by real estate mafia.

Even at Miyapur Lake, that it is not
just illegal houses that have come up
on the bed, but even a theatre. This is
an indication of the how blatantly
rules are being violated. Land grab
on lake beds has lead to urban
flooding, with experts stating that
there is no place for rainwater to go
during a downpour. It is time for
government to order to audit them
and take action to revive, protect
them.
While agreeing that

encroachments of lakes and nalas
caused flooding the other reason
according to experts is the haphazard
conversion of agricultural land on
the city outskirts into unplanned
residential zones. This is in violation
of existing laws. This makes matters
worse during the heavy downpour
Some people opposing TRS

government, committed critics of
Telangana Chief Minister
K.Chandrashekar Rao are as usual
heckling pointing out at present
condition of flooded Hyderabad.
Though present government is not
responsible for past mistakes, it
definitely has responsibility to
correct them by taking all possible
measures. KCR should stick to the
announcement he made after floods..
Will should ‘Demolish all buildings
constructed illegally on encroached
storm water drains across the city
and blocking rain water flow to
prevent flooding not allow even a
single illegal construction to come
up in the city.’ The government have
keep in mind the present trend of
litigations and judicial interventions
because most of those encroachers
and land grabbers are politically and
legally well connected. It is right
move by CM as he has announced
that said he would meet the high
court chief justice and apprise him
about the situation. Weather
government needs to pay
compensation as per the Land
Acquisition Act, rehabilitate the poor
whose by allocating two-bed room
houses or fighting legal battles with
rich who have no sentiment attached
to pearl city, government should get
all the nalas free and water tank beds
liberated. This is the historic
responsibility on the First
Government of Telangana state. 

The grabbing tank bed lands
belonging to many water

tanks also led to
inundation. In many places

total colonies have
submerged in the flood

waters because of this. It is
estimated that there use to
be around 2,800 lakes

under the jurisdiction of the
Hyderabad Metropolitan
Development Authority
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Two decades of arduous work
over the Indian cryogenic

engine programme finally has
started giving fruitful results. The
Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) successfully registered the
first operational flight of a
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch

Vehicle (GSLV) using an
indigenous cryogenic engine on
September second week. 
GSLV-F05, powered by the CE-

7 engine, lifted off on September, 8
evening from Sriharikota at 4.50pm
and in about 17 minutes, the rocket
put in orbit INSAT-3DR, India's
third exclusive meteorological
satellite. ISRO scientists at the earth

station will fire the thrusters of the
2,211kg satellite to move it from a
geosynchronous transfer orbit to its
final geostationary orbit in the next
two days. “This has demonstrated
our cryogenic capabilities. The next
launch is planned in March 2017,
“said ISRO chief A S Kiran Kumar.
GSLV enables India to put in orbit
satellites heavier than 2 tonnes, and

GSLV with India’s
cryogenic engine
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bring in revenue through
commercial launches. It was the
GSLV's 10th flight, and the fourth
using the indigenous engine (the
first three were developmental
flights). INSAT-3DR, which was
placed into orbit on September 8 , is
configured with an imager and two
transponders and will continue the
services rendered by previous
satellites and further augment the
capability to provide both
meteorological and search and
rescue services
Liquid Propulsion Systems

Centre director S Somanath said,
“Cryogenics does not scare us
anymore. We are building a bigger
engine called C35. ISRO had faced
several challenges during the
development of the indigenous
cryogenic engine. Cryogenic
engines are essential to put satellites
in geostationary orbit, but the
technology was quite sophisticated.
The reasons were obvious burning a
super-cooled fuel at extremely high
temperatures. Even while its first
7.5-ton ne engine, capable to
carrying two-tonne payload,
developed in 2000, blew up during
a test, ISRO began a project to
develop another engine that could
carry double the weight. With a CE-
20 engine, ISRO is not just aiming
at launching satellites weighing up
to four tonne, but also a manned
mission.
With this, ISRO is targeting a

quantum leap in commercial
launches. And the logical
progression would be to GSLV-MIII
which can carry payloads weighing
up to 4,000kg to a geosynchronous
transfer orbit. Antrix Corporation
director S Rakesh said, “We are
looking at avenues to market and
generate revenue. After PSLV, we
now have a vehicle that can make
carry heavier load.”
“A bigger achievement this year

will be the launch of GSLV Mark-III
with indigenous high thrust
cryogenic engine (CE-20),” said
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre
director K Sivan. GSLVMIII will be
launched carrying a truncated
version of GSAT-II, a
communication satellite, in next
December or January.
ISRO to make more GSLV

missions every year: The ISRO has
drawn up plans to make two-three
GSLV missions every year. The
space agency registered a hat-trick
of success on launch of
geosynchronous launch vehicles
with GSLV-F05 flight carrying
advanced weather satellite INSAT-
3DR and placing it in GTO
successfully. Encouraged by its
success ISRO has decided to take up
two GSLV launches every year
revealed a top official of ISRO.
"We had a very successful flight

of GSLV-Mk II. This is third
consecutive GSLV-Mk II launch
with indigenous cryogenic upper
stage. Last August (2015) we had
successful launch of GSLV-D6. Our
intent is to launch two-three GSLV-
MkII missions every year in the
coming years," ISRO chairman A.

S. Kiran Kumar told reporters at
Sriharikota. 
GSLV rockets using the

indigenous Cryogenic Upper Stage
are designated GSLV Mk II.
Noting that ISRO scientists have

geared to launch the 'SCATSAT' in
two to three weeks followed by the
'GSLV-MkIII', Kumar added the
ISRO was also working on
launching vehicles to Venus or to
Asteroids.
"We have lined up plans to

launch the Communication satellite,
SAARC satellite, Earth Observation
Satellite. Then we have
Chandrayaan-II and ISRO-NASA
Mission. Launch of ADITYA is also
under progress. We also have the
MARS Mission II. We are looking
at going to Venus or to Asteroids.
The discussions are going on,"
Kumar said.
On the successful launch,

Project Director Uma Maheshwaran
said, "this (launch) has been a
fantastic mission. In fact this is the
first hat-trick of GSLV. PSLV also
has so many hat-tricks till now. This
is the first mission carrying heaviest
satellite that was successfully
deployed," he said.
Noting that the ISRO scientists

have worked on "shortest working
campaign" towards the launch of
GSLV-F05, Project Director,
Maheshwaran said, "we had lot of
PSLV missions. We are also
planning to have two to three GSLV
launches per year. Really we are
striving for more (launches)."
"In today's launch, all the

parameters were perfect. The
cryogenic stage has performed
exceptionally well. It is a
remarkable mission. Against the
planned target of perigee of 170 km
plus or minus five km, the launch (of
satellite in GTO) happened at 169.7
km. It is a precise text book launch,"
he said. 
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Now you can now drive
with your driving
licence, vehicle

registration certificate and
insurance papers safely kept at
home. This has become possible as
the government launched this
facility with DigiLocker. Central
transport minister Nitin Gadkari
said this would arrest corruption and
bring in transparency. You can
access digital copies of the
documents on the mobile phone
using the DigiLocker app. 
The new scheme will be

supported by DigiLocker, an
initiative under the NDA
government’s Digital India
programme that provides a platform
for online storage of documents and
certificates.  The new scheme hopes
to eliminate the use of physical
documents and increase

transparency and
accountability as many people
complain that they’re forced to bribe
authorities because they’re not
carrying the document, despite
possessing valid papers.
Road transport and IT ministries

jointly launched integration of
DigiLocker with driving licences
(DLs) and vehicle registration
certificates (RCs), which enables
the user to download these digitally
verified documents. Under this
arrangement, the transport
ministry's National Register has

been integrated with DigiLocker.
Once the data from the remaining
RTOs is updated in the National
Register, the digital copies of those
driving licences and vehicle
registration certificates will also be
available via DigiLocker.
This is seen as the largest

integration under DigiLocker
system so far as the national registry
of the transport ministry has 19.6
crore RCs and 9.2 crore DLs. Since
the source of such digitally verified
documents is government entities,
these will be deemed valid by law
enforcement agencies including
traffic police. This will effectively
free people from the hassle of
carrying paper documents
everywhere they go.

“All such downloaded
documents will have the QR code
to authenticate them and as per
the IT Act all digitally signed
documents will be treated at par
with the physical issued
documents, “said an IT
ministry official. He said
they will soon start
campaigns to make
personnel of all
enforcement agencies
aware of this provision.

Launching the service,
Gadkari said, “There will be a few,
who will be unhappy as they will no
more have `Lakshmi Darshan'
(bribe money).”  IT minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said DigiLocker
will prove to be a programme for
transforming India and achieving
the vision of paperless governance.
In order to access the digital RC

and DL, one need to first sign up for
a DigiLocker.He then needs to
download the DigiLocker app. In
the mobile app he will have to select
the issued documents section. The
enforcement personnel such as
traffic police can verify the soft
copies offline using the QR code. 

licences, rcs linked to
digital database
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The best state for working
women in India is Sikkim.
The new state of Telangana

stood second in the best category.
Worst place no prizes for guessing it,
it is Delhi. An international study has
revealed the shining conditions of
tiny north eastern state and notorious
conditions in national capital. The
report brought together jointly by the
Centre for Strategic and
International Studies (CSIS), a top
American think-tank, and Nathan
Associates. The study  gave Sikkim
the highest possible 40 points while
Telangana  received 28.5 points to
stand second best state for working
women. Delhi  received just 8.5,
reflecting the state of affairs in the
national capital.
The states were ranked according

to four main factors: legal
restrictions on women's working
hours in factories, retail, and the IT
industry; the responsiveness of the
state's criminal justice system to
crimes affecting working women,
such as sexual harassment; the
number of women workers in the

state as a percentage of total workers;
and the number of incentives the
state's startup and industrial policies
offer women entrepreneurs."But the
tiny northeastern state of Sikkim is
the breakthrough state for women in
the workplace, thanks to its high
rates of female workforce
participation, lack of restrictions on
women's working hours, and high
conviction rates for workforce
crimes against women ." the report
said.
Sikkim and Telangana is

followed by Puducherry (25.6),
Karnataka (24.7), Himachal Pradesh
(24. 2), Andhra Pradesh (24.0),
Kerala (22.2), Maharashtra (21. 4),
Tamil Nadu (21.1) and Chhattisgarh
(21.1).
Four states (Sikkim, Karnataka,

Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu)
have removed all restrictions on
women working at night in factories,
retail establishments and the IT
sector, the report said. In Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu,
these restrictions were removed as a
result of a court judgment.
Maharashtra just missed a perfect
score; it only allows women to work

until 10 pm in retail establishments.  
On the other end of the spectrum,

nine states and Union Territories do
not formally allow women to work
at night in any sector. Fifteen states
and Union Territories did not offer
women entrepreneurs any special
incentives in their business-
promotion policies, it said.  "In
something of a surprise, Delhi came
last in our Index, due to its relatively
low justice and workforce
participation scores; its continued
formal restrictions on women
working at night in a wide range of
sectors; and its lack of any incentives
for female entrepreneurs in its
industrial policies," the report said.
India has the world's lowest rate

(24 percent) of female workforce
participation. This is a serious drag
on growth. a 2015 report by the
McKinsey Global Institute estimates
that India could add 16 per cent to its
GDP in ten years if women
participated in the workforce at the
same rate as men. But many states
have laws limiting women's working
hours, and Indian women face
harassment in the workplace and
while commuting, it said.

Sikkim & Telangana tops
‘women in workplace’  index
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Many organizations and
employees are opting for
work from home.

Information Technology (IT), IT
enabled service sectors stand high on
this. But researchers are warning,
with working from homes
productivity falls over time and also
workers become socially isolated.
The option to work from home is one
of the growing trends of the modern
professional life around the world
but a new UK study warns it may not
be as productive in all cases.
The study, by the London School

of Economics (LSE), said the
benefits of working from home
disappeared over time for employees
and companies if it was a full-time
arrangement. “This study provides a
glimpse into a future where flexible
working could become business as
usual. Whereas once people saw it as
a favour and felt the need to

reciprocate and give back more to the
organisation, in this future they will
not, “ Esther Canonico, from the
LSE's department of management
explained. Her research discovered
that too much home-working means
that employees become just as
unproductive as those in the office,
with staff growing disgruntled about
having to pay for extra for bills and
missing out on office gossip. As
employees stop regarding working
from home as a discretionary benefit
or privilege, they start behaving
accordingly and revert to “bad
habits“.
The study showed that some

home working employees feel
resentful that employers don't pay
utility bills or cover stationery costs,
for example. Many complain that
organization is saving cost on office
accommodation, power, telephone
and other cost which home worker
has to pay. On the other side some
managers feel home workers take

advantage of the situation. Check up
weather home worker really
working at home, by making calls or
sending a mail asking for immediate
reply. This many cases causing
resentment among home workers. If
the company expects home workers
to be a lot more productive or
workers expect employers to give
them a lot of flexibility and not have
to reciprocate in kind, one or both are
likely to be disappointed.
Those at home every day also

become “socially and professionally
isolated“, increasingly feeling out of
touch. This leads losing confidence
in their skills and no longer able to
“accurately interpret and use
information”.Emails can be
misinterpreted, whereas the signals
are usually clear in a face-to-face
meeting, the study found. Taking
clue from the study organization may
have to strike a balance in asking and
allowing employees to work from
home.

Is home not a good office?
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Lord in that temple is powerful.
Devotees come from
hundreds of miles away to

seek blessings from him and present
cash, valuable gifts with gratitude.
Many of them not only visit regularly
but also sincerely want it to develop
so that temple gets its due
recognition at state level. To support
such efforts they are giving
donations too.  But the
administrators and staff at Sri
Bhadrakali sametha Veerabhadra
swami temple in Bonthapalli village
in Medak district seems to be much
more powerful than lord himself. It
is alleged that they have turned the
shrine into their self serving, cash
making center denying   minimum
facilities which are mandatory at
temples. But the staffs at this
endowment department controlled
temple are prompt, well known for
knocking away the   valuable gifts,
substantial amounts.  
All this is happening not at any

remote place. The temple is in Chief
Minister K.Chandrashekar Rao’s
native district Medak and close to the
state capital Hyderabad. The popular
temple is under the complete
controlled of state government’s
Endowments department. Close look
at what is happening at Sri
Veerabhadra swami temple and

observations of the thousands of
devotees who regularly come to this
historic temple and donors who have
presented their hard earned money to
the tune of lakhs of Rupees raising
some pertinent questions: Why
endowment department is not
bothered to maintain temple properly
in spite ‘earning’ crores of Rs. from it.
Why higher officials at all powerful
endowment department are not
setting things right by taking action
on staff at temple even after receiving
complaints?  Is practice of corruption
the government wants to encourage
than sincere religious practices?  

Sri Bhadrakali Sametha
Veerabhadra Swamy temple in
Bonthapally. Bonthapally is 35 km
from Hyderabad on Hyderabad-
Medak highway and the temple is 3
km away from the highway. Many
people from Hyderabad and all over
from Medak visit this temple. As
many people from twin cities and
from distant places visit this place
and receive the blessings of Lord
Veerabhadra TSRTC is running
buses to this temple from
Secunderabad Jubilee Bus Stand.
There was also a committee
established to look after the temple

temple turned into
trove of corruption

bontHapalli sHrine



The News You Like | October, 2016 INVESTIGATION 31

management. Temple has list of 49
poojas, archanas, mokkubadulus
devotees can perform. For all this the
temple management collects from
Rs.10 (for Tala neelalu) to Rs.5116
(Maha Rudrabhishekam). It is no
wonder that temple’s income in
2015-16 financial year is Rs. 1.8
crores. Apart from this this temple
received lakhs of Rs. donations from
devotees for constructing of
cottages at rate of Rs. 3 lakhs for
cottage.
With this entire income one

expects reasonable facilities for
visiting devotees. But one will be
thoroughly disappointed on this
aspect. Almost all cottages are in
such a condition no one can get into
it leave away staying there. With no
power, water, widow doors they are

alleged to have become centres for
unlawful, anti social activities.
Temple admistration never bothered
about this misuse of cottages
adjacent to temple complex. Regular
devotees and many locals allege that
local leaders who were earlier on
Temple management committee
including its former Chairman
S.Nageder Goud, Surpanch Harappa
and temple in charge  Veerender have
ganged up not only siphon off the
money and gifts but promoting their
men to make money on  devotees
desperation. One will feel aghast to
see there are no toilet facilities even
for women though. Many devotees
who gave donation for building
cottages are yet to see them on the
ground. “Even after giving money,
more than required one has to run

pillar to post to make cottage to be
constructed.” Said Kaliga
Sarveshwar (71) businessman. He
belongs to a local family and
returned from Maharashtra after
handing over to his transport
business to son and constructed
cottage in memory of his parents
Kaliga Bontappa and Basavamma.
He has to wait for more than five
years after giving Rs. One lakh and
finally he got constructed cottage
building on his own. This has led to
escalation of cost from Rs. 3 lakhs to
5.25 lakhs. 
This is not all. Even after hand

over the cottage with all facilities
including fans, set of locks and keys
temple management is not taken care
of it. Because of their negligence,
lack of managing brand new cottage,
fans- window doors were knocked
away by thiefs. “My heart bleeds. I
have built this in sacred memory of
my parents and each Rupee spent for
that is my post retirement savings.”
Says Sarveshwar with eyes filled
with tears ready to jump out. 
He says there many more donors

like him but don’t know how to get
donations they have given for
building cottages utilized.
Sarveshwar has brought this to the
notice of executive officer of the
temple to Commissioner of
endowments department at state
level. He also wrote a letter to Chief
Minister KCR. But still corruption,
negligence, nepotism prevails
without any change at the temple. 
A devotee, who requested

anonymity, says “Bhadrakaali and
Veerabhadra Swami are ferocious
Gods. They give long rope before
wage a war on ill.” The Governments
which blatantly grabbed the
management of Hindu place of
worships better advice its officials
and staff to be careful of
consequence of corruption in this
temple administration.
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The Congress on has lost its
government in Arunachal
Pradesh in single stroke. All

43 of its MLAs led by chief minister
Pema Khandu defected wholesale
and merged with the People's Party
of Arunachal (PPA), just two months
after it had regained power. Khandu,
who had replaced Nabam Tuki
following a dissident campaign in
July, paraded 42 MLAs before
Assembly speaker Tenzing Norbu
Thongdok, who accepted their
joining the PPA. Tuki was the only
Congress MLA who did not join
PPA, a constituent of the North East
Democratic Alliance (NEDA) which
was formed on May 24 in Guwahati.
The merger was notified in the
Assembly bulletin, formalizing the
political development that leaves
Congress with governments only in
Manipur, Meghalaya and Mizoram
in the northeast.
The dramatic development in

Arunachal Pradesh brought back
memories of the famous 'aya ram,
gaya ram' episode involving Bhajan

Lal who was heading a Janata Party
government in Haryana and defected
lock, stock, and barrel with all the
party MLAs to the Congress after
Indira Gandhi came back to power in
1980.
Khandu on July 16 had become

the chief minister after months of
political turmoil that unseated Tuki,
who himself was reinstated as chief
minister by the apex court only two
days before. In a House of 60, the
Congress had 44 MLAs with one
seat falling vacant after former chief
minister Kalikho Pul committed
suicide on August 9, while the BJP
has 11 members including two
Independents.
The status of two Congress

MLAs is yet to be decided as they put
in their papers before the recent
series of political developments that
led to first Tuki government falling
in January this year, imposition of
president's rule and installation of the
late Kalikho Pul government on
February 19 for a short span. Pul was
forced to resign in July 13 following
a Supreme Court judgment. On
March 3 last, Pul along with 29

Congress MLAs joined the PPA.
PPA CWC chairman Kameng

Ringu termed the development as a
"homecoming" after a short
temporary self exile of the party.
Asked for the reasons behind the
development, deputy chief minister
Chowna Mein said that for a
resource-starved state like
Arunachal, it is necessary to be with
a bigger party to get more
development funds from the Centre.
The PPA had ruled the state for a

brief period from March 3 to July 13
this year under late Pul. Earlier the
PPA had formed the government in
1979 when Tomo Riba was the chief
minister. Riba, who took oath on
September 18, 1979, ruled the state
for 46 days before being deposed on
November 3, the same year.
Meanwhile, state BJP President

Tapir Gao, while welcoming
Khandu's move said: "We are happy
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
dream of a 'Congress-mukt Bharat'
is becoming a reality now." While
blaming the Congress high
command for the mess in the party,
Gao said party president Sonia
Gandhi and vice president Rahul
Gandhi should have taken care of
this. Aftermath this state B JP has
announced its support to the
Khandu’s government from outside
‘for now.’ 

mlas and cm leave
the party in arunachal
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An indigenously built
Indian warship equipped
with a range of high-tech

missiles was launched in third
week of September.  Christened
'Mormugao', the vessel has been
built by government-run Mazgaon
Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL) and
belongs to Visakhapatnam class of
ships being constructed under
Project 15B. Admiral Sunil
Lanba's wife Reena launched the
bedecked ship at a function at
MDL here at 11.58 am and it was
released into the Arabian Sea for
the first time. 
The vessel will undergo certain

testings required by Indian Navy
and would be subsequently known
as INS Mormugao. Navy chief
Admiral Lanba said that the stealth
destroyer can be compared with the
best vessels in the world.
Addressing the function before the
launch, he said, "This ship serves

the Make in India drive of the
country as it is indigenously built."
Noting that in the last one year

the Indian Navy has inducted five
ships, which includes three
warships, Vice Admiral GS Pabby
said this is the first time the naval
forces have built so many ships of
a class — 10 ships of 15, A and B
class — and this process has helped
in indigenisation. In 2011, the
government had sanctioned four
15B ships at the cost of Rs 29,700
crore. The first ship of the project,
guided-missile destroyer
‘Visakhapatnam’, was launched on
20 April last year. The 'Mormugao'
warship, which is constructed on
dry area, is floated on water for the
first time — which is a milestone
event for any vessel.
Mormugao has a displacement

of 7,300 tonne with maximum
speed of over 30 knots. The
warship is equipped with surface-
to-surface missiles, surface-to-air
missiles and anti- submarine

rocket launchers. It is also capable
of carrying two anti-submarine
warfare helicopters. The first ship
of the Visakhapatnam class was
launched on April 20, 2015. Four
more such destroyers would be
built and delivered by MDL during
2020-2024, the PSU said in a
statement.
According to Navy chief INS

Mormugao secures the sea in a
better way. Contract for this ship
was signed on January 2011. It can
be compared with best ships in the
world and has been developed by
our own designers at DRDO as
well as other government agencies
and private companies. 
There is a pressing need to build

more such ships and reduce the
construction period of future
vessels, the Navy chief said.
Admiral Lanba said since 1960
Indian Navy and MDL are building
ships together. MDL is the only
dock in the country that has
capability to build submarines. 

Mormugao: India’s most
advanced warship
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We have laws prohibiting
child labour, making
mandatory for children

of schooling going age to studying.
But ground realities are exactly
opposite to this. Roughly eight crore
children do not attend school at all
and 78 Lakh children forced to earn

a livelihood even as they attend
schools. Recently released Census
2011data has revealed these two
alarming facts. Although the share
of working students is low
compared to the whole student
population, the numbers are
sufficiently big to show how much
importance is placed on education
by families and the children

themselves. They also point at the
increasing cost of education, which
should ideally be free for the age
group of 5 to 17 years. Children of
this age consist nearly 40 crore in our
country’s population.
Among students who work, 57%

are boys, 43% are girls. Not
surprising in a country where
women account for only 27% of the
workforce because patriarchal
attitudes and lack of jobs force them
into domestic work. Of working
students, some of them as young as
six years old, 68% are into marginal
work. That's work which lasts for six
months or less -predominantly
agricultural or artisanal in nature.
But they also serve as unskilled
helpers in diverse enterprises. Main
work, or work that continues year
round, is the fate of the remaining
32%. How this affects the child's
learning process is yet to be studied
but it surely is not doing them any
favours. With recent bill passed by
Lok Sabha, employing a child below
14 years of age in any occupation or
processes except where the child
helps his family will now invite an
imprisonment of up to two years.
The other equally shocking

dimension is that 8.4 crore children
don't go to school at all -that's nearly
20% of the age group covered under
the Right to Education Act. Boys
and girls make up nearly the same
proportion of the out-of-school
segment. But, contrary to popular
perception that children don't go to
school because they are forced to
work, the Census data shows that
just 19% of them are working
somewhere. But it's not as if the
remaining 81% don't have to work.
Many of them could well be doing
domestic chores -from fetching
water to lending a hand in whatever
vocation their elders are engaged,
babysitting siblings while their
parents go work. 

No study all
work for 8.4 cr

children 
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Government in national
capital may claim many
things about security

measures it has taken. But there is no
change in security for senior citizen
in Delhi. The city has been
categorized for the second
consecutive year as the most unsafe
for senior citizens in 2015. The latest
data from "Crime in India" report
released by the National Crime
Records Bureau (NCRB) has
revealed the sorry state of Delhi. In
terms of number, a total of 1,248
cases of crime against senior citizens
were registered in Delhi in 2015. The
NCRB data released recently
maintained that those who have
attained the age of 60 years or above
are defined as senior citizens as per
the Maintenance and Welfare of
Parents and Senior Citizens Act,
2007.
With a rate of 108.8 crimes per

100,000 elderly populations, senior
citizens in the national capital are
almost five times more likely to
become victims of a crime than the
rest of the country. The national rate
for such crimes stands at 20. This
category is followed by Madhya
Pradesh 60.5 (3,456 cases),
Chhattisgarh 53.7 (1,077 cases) and
Andhra Pradesh 51.6 (2,495 cases).
Mostly senior citizens residing in

the national capital were the victims
of crimes like robbery (145 cases),
cheating (123), murder (14),
grievous hurt (9), extortion (3)
attempt to murder (2), attempt to
commit culpable homicide (2), rape

(1), dacoity (2) and the maximum 947
of "other IPC crimes".  The crime rate
against senior citizens in Delhi rose
19.8 per 100,000 senior citizens
compared to the rate of 89 crimes that
took place in 2014. NCRB had for the
first time tabulated data on crimes
against senior citizens in 2014.
Compared to the cases, the number
of arrested persons for various crimes
committed against senior citizens in
2015 was around one-third (385
criminals). The data said that all the
criminals were male.

Asked about the increasing crime
rate in the city against senior citizens,
Special Commissioner of Police
(Crime) Taj Hassan said "We have
been running a campaign since 2014
that every case should be registered.
The major jump in crime rate was
seen in 2014 and after that in 2015.
So, we want that every crime should
be detected and correct registration
should take place."  The officer said
that the Delhi Police was very serious
about the security of senior citizens
regarding which a senior citizens'
security cell was formed on June 20,
2004, at the Police Headquarters
level and now in all 11 districts of

Delhi.
The officer said that monitoring

of registered senior citizens by
interacting on telephone and through
regular interactions is the force's
priority. "We coordinate with senior
citizens with the help of beat officers
and advise them on necessary
security and safety aspects."There is
also specific 1291 helpline number
for them on which they can call any
time when in distress, the officer said,
adding that beat officers also visit
their homes once or twice in a month.

The NCRB data also shows that a
total of 20,532 cases of crimes against
senior citizens were registered across
India in 2015 compared to 18,714
cases in 2014. A total of 1,867 cases
were reported under cheating across
India followed by robbery (1,294),
murder (1,053), grievous hurt (949),
attempt to commit murder (456),
extortion (94), culpable homicide not
amounting to murder (78), rape (58),
attempt to commit culpable homicide
(50), dacoity (47), dacoity with
murder (2) and acid attack (1). There
were 45 'other' crimes. A total of
14,586 cases were in the category of
"other IPC crimes".

Delhi most unsafe for
senior citizens
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An Indian mechanic-turned-
businessman owns an
incredible 22 apartments in

the popular Burj Khalifa. Keralite,
George V Nereaparambil says he is

not stopping at 22. "If I get a good
deal, I'll buy more. I am a dreamer
and I never stop dreaming," he told
Khaleej Times. The Thrissur-born
businessman is believed to be one of
the largest private owners within the
Burj Khalifa, the world's tallest

structure. George is the founder of
Geo Group of Companies that is said
to be one of the largest business
firms in the Middle East which holds
a diversified portfolio. But more on
that later! For George, business is in
his blood and he thoroughly enjoys

george, a former mechanic: 

owns 22 apats in burj khalifa
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it, and is always up for a challenge.
He believes that impossible is
possible through dedication and
hard work.
George’s stake in the property

came about when a relative teased
him about the 828-metre building.
"A relative of mine jokingly told me:
See this Burj Khalifa, you cannot
enter it," he said. After seeing an
advertisement in a newspaper about
an apartment for rent in the building
in 2010, George rented the
apartment the same day and started
living in it from the next day. Now,
six years on with 22 of the 900
apartments at perhaps the Gulf's
poshest address under his belt, he
said five are rented, and as for the
rest, he's "waiting for the right
tenant", the report quoted him as
saying.
In an incredible sounding rags-

to-riches story, George realised
there was huge scope for an air
conditioning business in the hot
climate of the desert after he first
touched down in Sharjah back in
1976. George, who helped his father
trade cash crops and made money
from waste at the age of 11, then
went about setting up the beginnings
of his now mini empire, GEO Group
of Companies. "People in my
hometown used to trade cotton, but
they'd throw away the cotton seeds.
Not many people knew at that time
that you could make gum from those
seeds," he said. Sifting through the
dirt and sand to gather up the
disregarded seeds, he said he would
often make a "90 per cent profit
selling them on".
"I'd do the same with tamarind

seeds too. I'd sell the empty shells on
as cattle feed," he added. According
to the report, his next big plan is to
build a canal from
Thiruvananthapuram to Kasaragod,
and he's inviting others to step
forward and help make his dream a

reality. He hopes to use the water
from the canal to generate electricity
and cultivate vegetables and fish.
George is the second-biggest

shareholder in Cochin International
Airport Limited (CIAL) with a 14%
stake, and is the first Public Private
Participation (PPP) model airport in
India. The Kerala government is the
airport operator’s largest
shareholder. When the Kochi
International Airport Project was
launched initially, there was no keen
interest from investors, but soon the
company had begun to face severe
lack of funds.
George was quite familiar with

the kind of problems the air
travellers have to go through due to
the absence of a decent airport. In
fact, he himself could not attend his
father’s funeral because there was
no direct flight from Dubai to Kochi
to reach his home-town Thrissur. So,
that is when he walked into their
office and offered to invest in the
project. Now CIAL is a very
successful company running the
international airport in Kerala.
Other than that – George is also the
director and shareholder of a super
speciality hospital and some
healthcare projects in India. George

is also widely known for the
contributions made by him for the
development and promotion of film
industry by promoting young talents
at the Cochin Kalabhavan Studios in
his directorial ventures, as well. He
also owns the Ragam cinema theatre
at Trichur.
Commenced by George V

Nereparambil in 1977 –– the Geo
Group that had started off as GEO
Electricals, Contracting and Trading
Company, today has diversified into
a whole group of companies that
offer several products and services.
The company now has explored new
horizons, have diversified into
various business ventures, and have
spread across four countries as well.
George is married to the person

he owes all his success and
achievements to – Molly George;
his ultimate moral support. She is
also in-charge of the HRD at the
company. The couple has two
daughters and a son. The eldest
daughter Geni Cybee is married to
Cybee Paul and has two children, the
younger daughter Gemi George is
the finance manager of Geo Group,
and their son Geon George is
working as assistant manager in
rental division. 
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The e-commerce bubble in
India is on the verge of burst?
Some industry experts are

expressing serious concern about
growing number of e-commerce
ventures and general commercial
viability of almost all including
biggies. As roughly two decades
back the country has witnessed burst
of ‘dot com’ bubble and huge
investments into them have gone
down the drains the business
healthiness present e-commerce

ventures is critically viewed by
experts. Without any doubt e-
commerce sites have thoroughly
changed the way Indian customers
purchases from gadgets to groceries.
But their profitability and healthy
business practices are of great
importance for both investors and
individual buyers. During mail
order sales era three- four decades
back many greedy Indian merchants
have cheated customers by sending
spurious, duplicate products. Such
self defeating trends reported in e-
commerce businesses too. Soaps

were packed into boxes when
customer paid for mobile phone;
bricks were delivered in the boxes
when electronics were ordered. So
the challenge for e-commerce
ventures is to developing – keeping
confidence of the customers and
achieving profitability as business.
According to PWC data, private

equity deals have dropped 119 per
cent in the second half of financial
year 2015-16, compared to the first
half. In between April 2015 and
September 2015, there were 118
private equity deals in the e-

Is  e-commerce 
bubble
ready  burst?
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commerce space amounting to
$273.41 billion. From October 2015
to March 2016, there were 108
private equity deals in the space,
amounting to $124.83 billion.
Former MD of Network18 Raghav
Bahl said. “The bubble is going to
burst. History has been witness to
this time and again. For the past 100
years, these bubbles have been
created from the Tulips, to the
dotcoms and now e-commerce.
Ultimately, businesses run on cash
flows and profits and not on ideas
that can be valued at astronomical

figures”.
TV Mohandas Pai Tech investor

and Former Board member Infosys
says India’s e-commerce players
would witness very tough
competition in the next 1-2 years,
and a section of them, including
biggies, may shut shop unless they
create a sustainable business model.
The valuations of the biggest e-

commerce companies in the country
run into billions of dollars. As
International investors as they
witnessed the exponential growth
rate in Indian online shopping there
was a huge surge in the valuations
and thus 85% of Indian e-commerce
companies are 'overvalued' says
Vinod Khosla, founder of Khosla
Ventures. 
They are concerned about how

and when they will turn profitable
and not about their sky-high
valuations. These companies have
been burning capital at the same rate
at which they are raising them.
Indian e-commerce firms have
come under severe criticism from
various quarters for their unrealistic
valuations. 
There was an unprecedented

subsidy war, which has happened
between rival companies they
provided huge discounts and cash
back offers rigorously in
competition in order to grow faster
and grab the business, thus spent an
enormous amount of cash as the
competition is too intense and While
the first-movers can only reap the
benefits, but ironically the saddest
part is even Market leader like
Flipkart failed managed to handle
growth and profitability at the same
time. 
There is a Heavy stagnation and

a halt in the eCommerce space from
last 6-9 months between May 2015
and 2016. Gross merchandise value
(GMV) has only inched to 1% rise
of $10 million from that of $9

million last May. GMV is the total
number of sales done in specified
period through the particular
platform.
The promotional activity to have

been reduced by the companies as
the government has framed some
guidelines and restricted online
marketplaces from offering the
heavy discounts directly, The e-
commerce companies must
introspect and strategically use the
discounting offers and the like for
widening the customer base or in the
near future the only option left over
is to shut down as the business can't
be sustained without profitability for
a longer period of time. 
Many e-commerce sites had to

shut down or were eventually
acquired in a distress sale by other
major market leaders in that
particular domain like Flipkart and
Amazon. Flipkart has been unicorn
and aggressively acquired the small
players like Myntra and Jabong and
now even planning to take over
another major competitor. But the
increase of the customer base will
not help in the long run only
customer loyalty can fetch and bring
profitability to the business.
Recent Survey released by

United nations ranked India 83rd out
of 130 countries in terms of its e-
commerce environment, judged by
factors such as the number of
Internet users, availability of secure
servers and credit-card usage. 
The major problem of these

online marketplaces is there are no
structured regulation to control them
and thus, the big players like
Amazon and Flipkart one who have
huge chunks of the amount spend
and sustain in the market and small
players which can't compete with
these honchos will disappear. Thus
bubble will burst and then only one
Market leader which can grab major
share in the Country's Market. 
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India and France have signed theEuro 7.87-billion (Rs 58,000
crore) deal for Rafale fighter jets,
equipped with latest missiles and
weapon system besides multiple
India-specific modifications that
will give the IAF cutting edge
capability over arch rival Pakistan.
Ending India's 20 year wait for a new
aircraft, Defence Minister Manohar
Parrikar in last week of September
has signed the deal with his French
counterpart Jean Yves Le Drian for
these 36 new combat jets.

The deal was signed sixteen
months after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced India's
plans to buy 36 Rafale fighter
aircraft in fly away condition during
his trip to France. “The deal was
signed between the two ministers at
a ceremony in South Block and will
now pave way for the delivery of the
first aircraft by the year 2019,” a
Defence Ministry official has
revealed. 

The deal comes
with a saving of nearly
750 million Euros, gained through
hard negotiations by the Indian side,
over the one struck during the
previous UPA government, which
was scrapped by the Narendra Modi
government, besides a 50 per cent
offset clause. The 50 per cent offset
clause means that Indian businesses,
both big and small, will gain work to
the tune of over three billion Euros.
These combat aircraft, delivery

of which will start in 36 months and
will be completed in 66 months from
the date the contract is inked, comes
equipped with state-of-the-art
missiles like 'Meteor' and 'Scalp' that
will give IAF a capability that had
been sorely missing in its arsenal.
The features that make the

Rafale a strategic weapon in the
hands of IAF include its Beyond
Visual Range (BVR) Meteor air-to-
air missile with a range in excess of
150 km. Its integration on the Rafale
jets will mean IAF can hit targets
inside both Pakistan and across the
northern and eastern borders while
staying within India's territorial
boundary.
Pakistan at present has only a

BVR with 80 km range. During the
Kargil war, India had used a BVR of
50 km range while Pakistan had
none. However, Pakistan later
acquired 80-km-range BVR, but

now with 'Meteor', the balance of
power in the air space has again
tilted in India's favour.
'Scalp', a long-range air-to-

ground cruise missile with a range
in excess of 300 km, also gives IAF
an edge over its adversaries. Sources
said the "vanilla price" of just the 36
aircraft is about 3.42 billion Euros.
The armaments cost about 710
million Euros while Indian specific
changes, including integration of
Israeli helmet-mounted displays,
will cost 1,700 million Euros.
Associate supplies for the 36 fighter
jets will cost about 1800 million
Euros while performance based
logistics will cost about 353 million
Euros.
The aircraft would form two

squadrons for the air force which are
likely to be deployed at the Ambala
air base. “The credit for the deal
should be given to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who decided to
scrap the previous deal and decided
to go in for a government-to-
government deal in view of Air
Force's pressing needs,” former Air
Force vice Chief Air Marshal RK
Sharma told to a national daily. 

Wait for fighter jets ends

58k crore Rafale
deal singed
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Are you not able to save
money because of an
impulsive urge to use credit

cards? If yes, you need not
necessarily have to cut up your card
as new research suggests that
focusing more on the future may help
you reduce impulsiveness and make
better financial decisions.
Simple visualization and writing

exercises designed to help people
create vivid, detailed mental pictures
of their future helps them to improve
their financial behaviours and
ultimately their lives, the study said.
"Our results suggest that by

helping people to create vivid,
detailed mental pictures of their
future, we may be able to help them
take better financial decisions," said
Sarah Newcomb, Behavioural
Economist at Chicago-based
investment management firm
Morningstar.
"We wanted to better understand

the psychological factors that drive
consumer spending and saving with
the hope of identifying and targeting
those that could potentially motivate

more savings and investments
among people who have adequate
resources but poor financial
management skills," she said.
In the study, Newcomb and her

colleagues conducted an online
survey of over 700 adults in the US.
Participants were asked questions
designed to measure their financial
behaviour as well as attitudes known
to be associated with saving or
spending, including impulsiveness,
materialism, financial literacy and
the extent to which they think about
the future.
As expected, the researchers

found that high levels of
impulsiveness and
materialism were
associated with poor
financial
decision-
making
(more

spending, less saving).
They also discovered that while

financial literacy and the way people
think about the future were both
associated with good financial
decisions, the strongest predictor was
not literacy but focus on the future.
Further analysis suggested that

the only relationship that could be
found among the four attitudes was
between impulsiveness and future
focus. Individuals who spent more
time contemplating events yet to
come scored significantly lower in
impulsiveness.
These findings offer a starting

point for developing behavioural
interventions by individuals and
families to promote savings,
budgeting. Governments and
personal finance advisers may also
be able to use this information for
suggesting to their clients about other
positive financial interventions.
These interventions can help use of
credit cards for credit and avoid huge
debts which are more prevalent
among middle class families both in
west and oriental countries. 

focussing on the future:
can reduce impulsive buying
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Hate the crime not the
criminals! This is the
sentence you see when you

enter the gates of the Cherlapalli
Central Prison. It demands courage,
confidence and conviction to put
such a statement prominently in one
of the largest jail in the state of
Telangana. The authorities have
meant what they have put up.
Striving hard to prove to the world,
what they believed.  With that
conviction they have started to turn

prison as reformation centre for the
punished and not punishment
centres.  Several under-trials and
convicts have experience this
progressive policy due to a
wonderful initiative called Unnati
by the Charlapalli Central Prison
and the Sahayam Counselling
Centre of the Osmania University.
This was part of Mahapartivartan
programme launched by the
Director General, Prisons,
Telangana, V.K. Singh. 
The initiative aimed to bring

about changes in the psychological

well being of prison staff as well as
the inmates. A series of confidence-
building and behavioural change
training programmes were
conducted over last few months. The
trainers of the programmes has
successfully brought some reforms
using cognitive behavioural
strategies with an aim to reduce
offending ideation, make them
visualise positive future goals and
curb non-offending actions once
released. 
An important aspect was the

inclusion of five members from the
Convicted Trials section who were
taken as observers. The role of CT’s
was to oversee the conduct of the
sessions, help in organizing
logistics, as per the Prison
procedures. “In one of the modules
they played an important role which
involved narration of their
experience as CT inmates and their
message to the participants to avoid
offending ideas. The story of their
crime and penalty imposed,
hardships and experiences related to
time, space, food and deprivation
from family in the prison were
presented to emotionally connect
with the participants,” said K.
Venkateshwar Reddy, Superinte-
ndent,  Cherlapalli Central Prison
The effort was towards reduction

mahaparivartan of prisoners:

change begun at
cherlaplli central prison
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of recidivism and helps to lead a life
as a psycho-socially well adjusted
citizen. This has changed the
thinking of several prisoners, who
are now more confident of facing the
society. Those who have been
released after undergoing this
training have not come back
repeating another offence. Earlier
the experience of prison
administrators was totally different.
Released offenders use to come
back to prison repeating offences. .
So far 105 participants attended
cognitive behavioural change
counselling-cum-training
programme and none of the released
offenders have returned. “We
assume the programme has helped
them change their behaviour,” says
Mr. Venkateshwar Reddy.
A resource person’s pool of

seven CT Inmates was formed to
conduct ‘Training of the Trainers’
(TOT) programme. The efforts to
bring in positive change gained

momentum after that. The success
mantra was involving the prisoners
at every level and instilling skills to
ensure they gain employment once
released to stay from crime.
Participants went through an online
psychological test (Harrison
Assessment) and through it
personality and training skills of
each member were identified and
the gaps in their skills were
addressed. One of the initiatives was
to instil skills in organic farming.
Another feature was the special
‘mulaquat’ session where the family
members were invited and
counselled by the resource persons.
Customised Re-skilling is as part of
scaffolding behaviours change is a
unique feature of the programme. 
Participants’ acceptance and

enthusiasm towards the programme
and were willing to learn more and
adapt to the needs of the programme
the change unfolded in the positive
direction in the participants as the

sessions progressed. The
participants shared their
experiences on the last day of the
session regarding the behavioural
change that they have noticed in
themselves. Some of them shared
their experience by saying “I feel
confident that I can deal with
anything now. Before, we felt like
orphans, after the counselling
started we feel as though we have
someone who cares”. 
“Unnati programme has

completed five batches where target
group were from under-trials to
convicts to habitual offenders. It
designed exclusively for prison
inmates focusing on the application
of cognitive-behavioural, social and
motivational strategies to bring
about a positive change and
reduction in the offending
behaviour.” says C. Beena, a former
Professor of Psychology at OU and
who initiated the Sahayam Psycho-
logical Counselling Centre.  
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Some of the web’s biggest
destinations for watching

videos have quietly started using
automation to remove extremist
content from their sites, according
to two people familiar with the
process.  The move is a major step
forward for Internet companies that
are eager to eradicate violent
propaganda from their sites and are
under pressure to do so from
governments around the world as
attacks by extremists proliferate,
from Syria to Belgium and the
United States.
YouTube and Facebook are

among the sites deploying systems

to block or rapidly take down
Islamic State videos and other
similar material. The technology
was originally developed to identify
and remove copyright-protected
content on video sites. It looks for
"hashes," a type of unique digital
fingerprint that Internet companies
automatically assign to specific
videos, allowing all content with
matching fingerprints to be removed
rapidly. 
Such a system would catch

attempts to repost content already
identified as unacceptable, but
would not automatically block
videos that have not been seen
before.
The companies would not

confirm that they are using the
method or talk about how it might be
employed, but numerous people
familiar with the technology said
that posted videos could be checked
against a database of banned content
to identify new postings of, say, a
beheading or a lecture inciting
violence.
The two sources would not

discuss how much human work goes
into reviewing videos identified as
matches or near-matches by the
technology. They also would not say
how videos in the databases were
initially identified as extremist. Use
of the new technology is likely to be
refined over time as Internet
companies continue to discuss the

extremist videos
automatically blocked now 

YouTube and Facebook are among the sites deploying systems to block or rapidly take down
Islamic State videos and other similar material. The technology was originally developed to

identify and remove copyright-protected content on video sites. It looks for "hashes," a type of
unique digital fingerprint that Internet companies automatically assign to specific videos,

allowing all content with matching fingerprints to be removed rapidly. 



The News You Like | October, 2016 TERRORISM 45

issue internally and with
competitors and other interested
parties.
In late April, amid pressure from

U.S. President Barack Obama and
other U.S. and European leaders
concerned about online
radicalization, Internet companies
including Alphabet Inc's YouTube,
Twitter Inc, Facebook Inc and
CloudFlare held a call to discuss
options, including a content-
blocking system put forward by the
private Counter Extremism Project,
according to one person on the call
and three who were briefed on what
was discussed.
The discussions underscored the

central but difficult role some of the
world's most influential companies
now play in addressing issues such
as terrorism, free speech and the
lines between government and
corporate authority.
None of the companies at this

point has embraced the anti-
extremist group's system, and they
have typically been wary of outside
intervention in how their sites
should be policed. "It's a little bit
different than copyright or child
pornography, where things are very
clearly illegal," said Seamus
Hughes, deputy director of George
Washington University's Program

on Extremism.
Extremist content exists on a

spectrum, Hughes said, and
different web companies draw the
line in different places. Most have
relied until now mainly on users to
flag content that violates their terms
of service, and many still do.
Flagged material is then
individually reviewed by human
editors who delete postings found to
be in violation.
The companies now using

automation are not publicly
discussing it, two sources said, in
part out of concern that terrorists
might learn how to manipulate their
systems or those repressive regimes
might insist the technology be used
to censor opponents. "There's no
upside in these companies talking
about it," said Matthew Prince, chief
executive of content distribution
company CloudFlare. "Why would
they brag about censorship?"
The two people familiar with the

still-evolving industry practice

confirmed it to Reuters after the
Counter Extremism Project publicly
described its content-blocking
system for the first time last week
and urged the big Internet
companies to adopt it.
Wary of outside solution
The April call was led by

Facebook's head of global policy
management, Monika Bickert,
sources with knowledge of the call
said. On it, Facebook presented
options for discussion, according to
one participant, including the one
proposed by the non-profit Counter
Extremism Project.
The anti-extremism group was

founded by, among others, Frances
Townsend, who advised former
president George W. Bush on
homeland security, and Mark
Wallace, who was deputy campaign
manager for the Bush 2004 re-
election campaign.
Three sources with knowledge

of the April call said that companies
expressed wariness of letting an

extremist content exists on a spectrum, Hughes said, and
different web companies draw the line in different places.
most have relied until now mainly on users to flag content
that violates their terms of service, and many still do.
flagged material is then individually reviewed by human
editors who delete postings found to be in violation.
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outside group decide what defined
unacceptable content.  Other
alternatives rose on the call included
establishing a new industry-
controlled non-profit or expanding
an existing industry-controlled non-
profit. All the options discussed
involved hashing technology. The
model for an industry-funded
organization might be the non-profit
National Centre for Missing and
Exploited Children, which identifies
known child pornography images
using a system known as
PhotoDNA. The system is licensed
for free by Microsoft Corp.
Microsoft announced in May it

was providing funding and technical
support to Dartmouth College
computer scientist Hany Farid, who
works with the Counter Extremism
Project and helped develop
PhotoDNA, "to develop a
technology to help stakeholders

identify copies of patently terrorist
content."
Facebook’s Bickert agreed with

some of the concerns voiced during
the call about the Counter
Extremism Project's proposal, two
people familiar with the events said.
She declined to comment publicly
on the call or on Facebook's efforts,
except to note in a statement that
Facebook is "exploring with others
in industry ways we can
collaboratively work to remove
content that violates our policies
against terrorism."
In recent weeks, one source said,

Facebook has sent out a survey to
other companies soliciting their
opinions on different options for
industry collaboration on the issue.
William Fitzgerald, a spokesman for
Alphabet's Google unit, which owns
YouTube, also declined to comment
on the call or about the company's

automated efforts to police content.
A Twitter spokesman said the

company was still evaluating the
Counter Extremism Project's
proposal and had "not yet taken a
position." A former Google
employee said people there had long
debated what else besides thwarting
copyright violations or sharing
revenue with creators the company
should do with its Content ID
system. Google's system for
content-matching is older and far
more sophisticated than Facebook's,
according to people familiar with
both.
Lisa Monaco, senior adviser to

the U.S. president on counterterro-
rism, said in a statement that the
White House welcomed initiatives
that seek to help companies "better
respond to the threat posed by
terrorists" activities online.

(With internet inputs)
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The news neTwoRk

Muslim women fighting to ban
"triple talaq" divorce and

polygamy from family civil law in
India's top court condemned on
justifications given by Islamic
clerics as "medieval" and "reeking
of sexism".
India's Supreme Court is

currently hearing a petition filed by
women's rights activists who want
the judiciary to declare triple talaq -
where Muslim men can divorce by
simply stating their intention three
times verbally - as unconstitutional.
The Indian constitution allows most
religions, including Muslims - the
biggest religious minority group - to
regulate matters such as marriage,

divorce and inheritance through
their own civil code.
The All India Muslim Personal

Law Board (AIMPLB), a non-
governmental body which oversees
the application of Muslim personal
law, opposes any ban on triple talaq
and polygamy. It told the court on
Friday that triple talaq was
necessary, saying men have greater
reasoning power compared to
women, and that a man giving triple
talaq to his wife was a better option
than murdering her or burning her
alive.
The AIMPLB also argued that

polygamy was a "social need" and a
"blessing" as a lawful second wife
was better than an unlawful mistress
and added that it gave divorced or

widowed women more opportunity
to remarry."Muslim women in India
have suffered because of triple talaq
where arbitrary divorces declared
over postcards or telegrams have
been sustained," said campaign
group Bharatiya Muslim Mahila
Andolan (BMMA), or the India
Muslim Women's Movement. The
group said the AIMPLB's
justification for polygamy was
"bizarre" as it had suggested the
practice of a man having up to four
wives stemmed from a concern and
sympathy for women.
"The truth is Muslim personal

laws - like other religious laws - flow
from patriarchy and relegate women
to second class status," said the
BMMA. It said triple talaq had been
banned in more than 20 Muslim-
majority countries, including
Pakistan and Bangladesh while
polygamy was prohibited in Turkey
and Turkmenistan among other
countries. Social indicators amongst
Muslim women such as literacy,
mortality and employment rates are
lower than the national average, say
activists. 
Triple talaq is unilateral,

arbitrary and contravenes both the
constitution and the principles of
gender justice in Islam, BMMA
said. In India, a secular democracy,
religious laws could not overwrite

Question of women's rights:

‘Triple talaq is
medieval’
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the constitutional right to equality, it
added.  BMMA also spearheaded a
signature campaign earlier this year
in which over 50,000 Muslim
women and men participated and
sought a ban on triple talaq.

govt to oppose triple talaq
in tHe court: 
Meanwhile according to highly

placed sources The Central
government is likely to oppose in the
Supreme Court the triple talaq
practice on the grounds of women's
rights. Government, according to
sources is terming it as "inalienable"
and asserting that the issue should
not be seen from the prism of
uniform civil code. The law ministry
will file a consolidated reply on the
issue in the apex court by the end of
September. 
The issue is being deliberated

upon at inter-ministerial level which
includes ministries of Home,
Finance and Women and Child
Development apart from the law
ministry. "We shouldn't approach it
from (the prism of) uniform civil

code. We need to talk in terms of
rights of women. Our reply is going
to be only on rights. 
A woman's rights are inalienable

and according to the Constitution
she has to have the same rights as
men. "Every court decision has
slowly been taking us to these
uniform rights. The practice of triple
talaq doesn't exist even in Pakistan
or Bangladesh. Only we have it," a
senior functionary said.
Home minister Rajnath Singh,

finance minister Arun Jaitley,
defence minister Manohar Parrikar
and women and child development
minister Maneka Gandhi met in
second week of September to
deliberate on government's possible
stand to be taken in the Supreme
Court on the issue of Muslim
practices of polygamy, triple talaq
(talaq-e-bidat) and 'nikah halala' (a
practice where divorced women, in
case they want to go back to their
husbands, have to consummate a
second marriage).
According to this source, there

was a consensus among all the

senior ministers present to look at
the contentious issue through the
prism of gender rights. Early
September month the Supreme
Court gave the Centre four weeks to
submit its reply to a batch of
petitions on triple talaq.
The first among these pleas was

filed by Shayara Bano from
Uttarakhand who challenged the
practices like triple talaq, polygamy
and "nikah halala" as being
unconstitutional. Two women
divorced through triple talaq from
Jaipur and Kolkata also approached
the court. Their petitions and a
number of supportive pleas filed by
Muslim women's organizations
have all been bunched together.
Opposing these petitions in court

are the Jamiat-Ulema-e-Hind (JUH)
and the All India Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB). AIMPLB
had told the apex court earlier this
month those personal laws can't be
re-written in the name of reforms
and that the validity of Muslim
personal law "cannot be tested" as it
derives from Quran. 
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By-PAllAvi BhATTAChARyA

In India of the yesteryears, mostadult Indian women may have
been seen as wearing a mangal sutra
and sindoor or a wedding or
engagement ring on their finger;
nowadays you see fewer adult
women bearing external signs that
they’re in a committed relationship.
Why is this so? This is because a

considerable portion of women in
romantic relationships, no longer
feel it’s necessary to proclaim it
through their attire that they aren’t
single. The second reason is that the
population of singles in India is also
increasing.
In 2015, there were over 71

million single women in our country.
Over the last ten years, there has been
a 39 percent increase in single
women in India. Women above
the age of 20, who are yet-to-
be-married, widowed,
divorced, separated and

deserted by their husbands, were
regarded as eligible for this census.
The most prominent increase in
single women was seen in the 25 to
29 age group. This indicates that the
marriage age for women has gone
up. The average age of marriage was
19.3 years in 1990 and became 21.2
years in 2011.The 2011 census
revealed that single women in India,
in the 20 to 24 age group, have
increased over the years, which is
also indicative of the fact that more
marriages are breaking down. The
greatest percentage of single women
is among widowed women.

problems single Women face
in india
Whereas marriage comes with its

share of benefits and problems,
being single also has its

pros and cons.
However, in a
country like
India, which is

by and large unkind to single women,
our women face more trials and
tribulations than women of first
world nations, where there’s more of
gender equality face. The challenges
Indian single women face, are
multifarious. I have spoken to single
women of different social and
economic backgrounds. This is what
they had to say on the difficulties of
being single in India:
Financial security: Whereas

upwardly mobile women from
progressive families may have been
imparted a good education and have
been encouraged by their families to
pursue lucrative careers; there are
also millions of single women in
India at grass root level, who have
sadly been denied requisite
education, which is why they have
had no option whatsoever but to go
on to take on low income jobs.
Worse still, there are some very

conservative homes where women
aren’t allowed to work. Indian

single women numbers up:

life is a battle field
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women have always been
disfavoured as far as inheritance of
property is concerned, more so
among traditional families. Because
of all these reasons, the majority of
Indian women are in a weak position.
Single women don’t enjoy the

benefit of living in a double income
family or being solely financially
supported by their husbands. So,
financial problems hit them hard if
they aren’t earning well and/or
haven’t inherited property.
Safety: As many Indians live in a

joint family, the safety and security
issues of single women are less
predominant here. However, as
nuclear families are gaining in
popularity, many women do face
problems with respect to safety,
especially single women who travel
to other cities for work.
Harassment by society: Very

unfortunately, single women are
stigmatised in India. Never married
women are regarded as having some
‘defect’ for not having found a
husband. Although this is true the
world over, it is especially significant

in the Indian scenario where
marriage is regarded as a woman’s
ultimate goal.
Divorced and separated women

are often considered as characterless
for being selfish enough not to have
stayed in a marriage, no matter how
hopeless that marriage might have
been.
Widowed women, especially in

rural areas are succumb to social
atrocities like being forced to live on
a meagre diet, being forbidden from
enjoying life, having to wear white
and not often being socially allowed
to get into a relationship or remarry.
Single women of all kinds, are vexed
with many personal questions
regarding their single status.
Sexual harassment: Men often

prey on single women, as far as
sexual harassment cases are
concerned. Though women of all
relationship status are the brunt of
sexual harassment, men erroneously
think that single women may more
easily yield to their advances as they
assume that they’re starved of a
relationship and will therefore even

be ready to be with an unattractive
and obnoxious married man who is
old enough to be her father or
grandfather.
Absence of a romantic partner:

Though many single women may
not readily admit it, quite a few of
them do miss the presence of a
romantic partner in their lives. Some
women settle for no-strings
relationships, but the more
traditional kind avoids doing so.
Marriage pressures are paramount
from parents and relatives. The idea,
however, is not to rush into marriage
and to get into undesirable
relationships.

loneliness: 
Many single women face issues

of loneliness, though there are many
married women who may face the
same. If single women feel confident
of them and are psychologically
strong, they are far less likely to feel
lonely. Having an active social life,
on both, the personal and
professional front helps to ward off
loneliness.
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motHerHood:
Single women who don’t have

children may crave motherhood.
Nowadays single women are
allowed to avail of artificial
insemination in India. However
society will be quick to assume that
it’s a child out of wedlock and make
life quite difficult for both mother
and child. Adoption is another way
of becoming a mother.

possible solutions: 
Psychologists and social workers

agree on these problems. They have
few suggestions for single women to
live and lead a safe, satisfactory and
fruitful life. 
• Parents must be motivated to
educate their daughters as well
as they educate their sons if
more women complete higher
education, we’ll see more of
them with high salaried jobs.

• Whereas we have national
campaigns on the need to
educate the girl child,
awareness should also be
spread that a woman who is
willing to work should not be
forced not to do so. Many
Indian men prefer a
homemaker as a wife. If the
marriage falls apart or the
woman is widowed, she may
have a hard time getting a job
matching their qualifications
because of a career gap. 

• Women go on drawing the
short end as far as inheriting
property is concerned. There
needs to be national campaigns
encouraging that women are

not disfavoured as far as
inheritance rights are
concerned.

• Single women need to wisely
plan their finances, try hard to
save regularly and be cautious
about expenditures.

• For single that miss the
presence of a child in their
lives, may consider the option
of motherhood either through
a sperm bank or adoption. This
may only be done if one has
ample finances to raise a child
and can devote time towards
him/ her. Else, one may spend
quality time with nephews and
nieces. 

• The solution to security
problems is to live with
roommates, and/or a protective
dog (provided you can afford
one) in a safe and secure

neighbourhood and not to
divulge personal details to
strangers.

• Feeling loneliness is more of a
state of mind. A
psychologically strong woman
is not likely to face the same.
Living with people or pets,
keeping busy and engaging in
social activities reduces
chances of loneliness.

• India still has a long way to go
before the nation becomes
kinder to single women.
Parents need to teach their kids
right from childhood that they
should respect women of all
relationship statuses.

- Remarriage or getting into
a relationship should be a viable
social option for widowed and
divorced women. 

(Courtesy: Naaree Magazine)
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The news neTwoRk

Having a child is a rewarding
experience. It is a pleasure to

watch them growing into confident
young teens. But in all this
happiness, one shouldn’t ignore the
higher education cost which is
increasing at a great pace.
As per latest media reports and

independent studies at least nine of
India’s top business schools have
either raised or are in the process of
increasing the course fee by 7 to 30
percent for management aspirants. It
means there will be an increase of Rs
46,000 to Rs 3.2 lakh, depending on
the institute. This fee hike is a wake-
up call for parents saving for higher
education of their kids. As per the
Assocham Survey, in the past seven
to eight years, parents’ annual
income might have increased by
30% on an average. But the
education cost has increased by over
300 percent during the same period.
This exponentially rising cost has no
dead end. If current trend will
continue (which is more likely), then
making your kid a professional
graduate will not be child’s play.
In this scenario what is the

solution? Every parent wants to give
the best education to their child

without any financial hurdle. It can
only be achieved by choosing right
investment options, which will
depend on the age of the child. It
means the investment choices and
strategy for parents of children in the
age group of the 3-5 year will be
different than the parents whose
children are in the age bracket of 15-
16. Personal investment experts
have some helpful suggestions.
Here is what they gave as the best

investment ideas for three age
groups:

group 1:
Age of the child: 0- 7 years
Time available:10-17 years
Where to invest: Stocks and

equities. Balanced and debt funds.
Fixed income instruments. Child
ULIP insurance plans.

what should parents do?
As time is on your side, equity

funds should be the preferred
investment option for you. Over a
longer period, the volatility in returns
is flattened out. Therefore, your
allocation to equities can be as high
as 70 or 80 percent. The remaining
investment can be in fixed income
instruments, like PPF, bank fixed
deposits, monthly income plans
from mutual funds, Sukanya

Samridhi (for girl child). You can
also opt for child ULIP plans, which
invest a portion of the premium in
equities and the rest in debts.
High exposure to equities is

required to beat the rising education
cost. In the last five years, equities
have given around 12 percent annual
returns, while balanced funds and
monthly income plans have given
10.5 and 8.85 percent (approx.),
respectively.

group 2:
Age of the child:8- 12 years
Time available: 5-9 years
Where to invest: Stocks and

equities. Balanced and hybrid funds.
Monthly income plans of mutual
funds. Fixed income instruments.
Child ULIP insurance plans.

what parents should do?
Parents should start a recurring

deposit that should mature around

Plan for your
child’s higher
education 
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the same time when the child is ready
to go to a college. However, if you
fall in the highest tax bracket, i.e., 30
percent, instead of recurring deposit,
start a SIP. It will be more likely to
give you equal returns than fixed
deposits, but are more tax-efficient.
Also, you can start NSC and open

a bank fixed deposit. However,
remember, the final year interest in
NSC is taxable. Also, if the interest
received on fixed deposits exceeds
Rs 10,000/annum, the tax is
deducted. Here again, child ULIP
plans will not only generate good
returns, but they will also give you a
tax-free maturity amount.

group 3:
Age of the child:13-16 years
Time available: 1-4 years
Where to invest: Monthly

income plans from mutual funds.
Fixed income instruments like

recurring deposits and short-term
debt funds to meet short-term needs.

what parents should do?
For parents of teenaged children,

the aim should be more in the capital
protection. With barely a few years
left, you can’t take a risk with the
funds accumulated for your child’s
college education. So, at this stage,
your equity should not be more than
20%. Even if you have made an
investment in equities, it should also
be diverted to debt fund to prevent
the market exposure.

a golden tip:
Irrespective of the age of your

child, we have advised Child ULIPs
at every stage. The only way to guard
your child’s future against life’s
harsh reality is by buying a child
ULIP.
Unlike other investment options

where a parent needs to be present

there to invest for the child, a child
insurance plan is the only option
which doesn’t depend on the parent
being there. Some banks are offering
schemes that secure the future of
your child even in your absence. In
the case of sudden death of the
parent, the insurer waives all future
premiums and the policy continues
to offer coverage to the child. Also,
if you start investing in Child
insurance plans now, you can make
a premature withdrawal on
completion of five years to meet any
immediate needs, like coaching fee,
music fee, etc.
Further, you can buy the plan

online also and enjoy tax benefits
under Section 80C of the Income Tax
Act. Most importantly, it generates
returns which are sufficient to beat
the inflation rate. 
Remember, your child’s higher

education depends on the regular
contributions made by you. But what
if something untoward happens to
you? The entire plan of your child’s
future can crash. So it makes sense
to buy a child ULIP plan to secure
your child’s future completely.
The cost of higher education is

increasing in the country. Many
parents who started late or pick
wrong investment might be tempted
to dip into their retirement saving to
fill the corpus. However, this is a
mistake, and you should never
prioritize your child’s education over
retirement. Instead, you should apply
for an education loan and make your
child a co-borrower. It will inculcate
a saving habit in your child after
he/she takes up a job. For a parent,
children are their world. They can do
anything to give the best future, and
when it comes to the education,
saving becomes the top priority. As a
parent, whatever steps you take today
will define your child’s tomorrow. So
invest smartly and give a happy
future to your child.
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The news neTwoRk

Yoga guru Ramdev's close
associate Balkrishna has

entered India's richest 100 clubs with
USD 2.5 billion net worth owing to
his holding in Patanjali Ayurved.
Meanwhile new-age retailer
Flipkart's co-founders Sachin and
Binny Bansal made a surprise exit
from the list. This year, the minimum
amount required to make to the
Forbes list was USD 1.25 billion, up
from USD 1.1 billion in 2015.
Acharya Balkrishna has made his

debut on the Forbes list of India's 100
Richest People at 48th position. "The
childhood friend of politically well-
connected yoga guru Baba Ramdev
makes debut thanks to his 97 per cent
holding in fast-growing consumer
goods outfit Patanjali Ayurved,
which they co-founded in 2006,"
Forbes said while releasing its
annual India rich list.
With revenue of USD 780

million, Patanjali sells everything
from herbal toothpastes and
cosmetics to noodles and jams.
Though Ramdev holds no shares in
Patanjali, he is the company's de
facto brand ambassador, while
Balkrishna runs operations.
Balkrishna also oversees 5,000
Patanjali clinics, the Patanjali
University and a yoga and Ayurveda
research institute. “Balakrishna says
that Patanjali's profits are donated to
various trusts and charities," the
magazine said.
Balkrishna is among the six

newcomers on the list, topped for the
ninth consecutive year by Mukesh
Ambani, while 13 persons have
failed to make the cut this year. Those
moving out of the list included e-
commerce giant Flipkart's
co-founders Sachin Bansal and
Binny Bansal. Sachin and Binny
Bansal were ranked 86th last year
with a net worth of USD 1.3 billion.
The two friends had teamed up in

2007 to found Flipkart as an online
seller of books by pooling in USD
650 of their combined savings and
started operating out of their
apartment. Now, Flipkart is among
the country's biggest internet retailer
and has attracted funds from several
global investors, though things have
not been very rosy of late.
The 13 who dropped off also

include textile figure Balkrishan
Goenka. Meanwhile, there are only
6 newcomers this year. The
youngest are serial entrepreneurs
Bhavin (36) and Divyank (34)
Turakhia, who sold their ad tech firm
Media.net for $900 million in
August. Two-wheeler tycoon
Pawan Munjal takes the spot of his
father, Brijmohan Lall Munjal, who
died last November. Forbes said the
list was compiled using shareholding
and financial information obtained
from the families and individuals,
stock exchanges, analysts and
regulators.

Patanjali's Balkrishna in 
richest 100 club
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The news neTwoRk

Are you still struggling to
make time for exercise?
Now you have a strong

incentive: You'll save $2,500(Rs 1,
66,000) a year. Just 30 minutes of
walking five days a week is enough.
That is every minute you walk in a
five day week you save Rs.1000
every year. These savings, a result of
reduced medical costs, don't require
much effort to accrue. The findings
come from an analysis of 26,239
men and women, published in the
Journal of the American Heart
Association. Researchers decided to
see if they could determine what
being active or inactive costs each of
us annually in healthcare are
spending. A study published in the
Lancet in July put the costs of
inactivity to the world economy at
almost $68 billion (Rs.4.5 Lakh
Crores) annually.
For the new study, researchers

stratified people into two broad
groups: those who did or did not
meet national exercise guidelines,
which recommend that someone
work out moderately for 30 minutes

five times a week. It turned out that,
on average, someone who met the
exercise guidelines paid $2,500 less
in annual healthcare expenses
related to heart disease than
someone who did not meet the
norms.
Taking a walk a day is kind of

like that proverbial apple. There's a
good chance it'll keep the doctor
away. From helping you lose weight
and de-stress to lowering your blood
pressure and reducing your risk of
many chronic diseases—going for
regular walks is one of the best and
easiest things you can do for your
health according to many experts.
Melina B. Jampolis, MD, in her new
book The Doctor on Demand Diet
says "Walking is the No. 1 exercise I
recommend to most of my patients

because it is very easy to do, require
nothing but a pair of tennis shoes,
and has tremendous mental and
physical benefits."  There are many
benefits that you can expect when
you start walking for just 30 minutes
every day, five days in a week.
Exercise can tackle harmful

effects of alcohol. If alcohol is a part
of your weekly routine, exercising
at even moderate levels may prevent
some of the harmful effects of
drinking -such as cancer and death,
a first-of-its-kind study has found.
Researchers, led by University of
Sydney, found that for alcohol
drinkers, physical activity may
decrease the risks of dying both from
cancer and from “all-cause
mortality“, that is deaths from any
cause. 

Walk
150 mts:

save
1.6 lakh
an year



about:
A wedding planner is a professional who assists with

the design, planning and management of a client's wedding.
Weddings are significant events in people's lives and as
such, couples are often willing to spend considerable
amount of money to ensure that their weddings are well-
organized.
Earlier Wedding planners are often used by couples

who work long hours and have little spare time available
for sourcing and managing wedding venues and wedding
suppliers. But present scenario is different they are wanted
by every one who wants their wedding to be organized
perfectly Professional wedding planners are in demand
worldwide. Apart from India this industry is growing in
leaps and bounds in USA, Western Europe and China.

services:
The services of a wedding planner can provide include:
• Interviewing the couple and the parents to identify their
needs.
• Budget preparation
• Event design and styling
• Venues scouting
• Planning detailed checklist (in advance to a few days
after the wedding) 
• Attendee list preparation
• Identification of event venues (hotels, wedding manor
etc.)
• Identifying and hiring of wedding professionals and
service providers (caterers, photographers,
videographers, beautician, florists, bakers etc.), and
preparation and execution of contracts.
• Procurement of customized decorations such as a
journey map

• Coordination of deliveries/services on the wedding
day.
• Have a back-up plan in the event of a disaster.
• Manages the schedule, often with software.
• Assist and prepare legal documentation and
translations - especially for destination weddings

statistics 
The wedding industry in India is flourishing and

statistics corroborate the fact. Currently, the industry is over
`1 lakh crore and is growing at 25-30% annually. The
estimated cost of a wedding with no expenses spared could
be between ̀ 5 lakh to ̀ 5 crore, in India. A person, in India,
spends one fifth of the wealth accumulated in a lifetime on
a wedding ceremony. Considering the demographic
dividend, it would not be wrong to assume, with half of
India's population being under 29 years of age, the marriage
market is set to boom like never before over the next 5 to

india is known for its culturally rich and
colorful weddings.  it is also the best places to observe unique, 

varied traditions. Apart from being a  symbol of culture, it is fast becoming 
a lucrative business opportunity.  with each passing year, indian weddings are getting 

bigger and better. it involves expertise of professionals from designers, caterers to beauticians.
And to organize and coordinate all this wedding planners.  As it is expanding
at a  break neck speed, let us have an inside look at the industry and its forces. 
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10 years. There are several ancillary markets and segments
benefiting from this boom, like Gold and diamond
jewellery, apparels, decoration, makeup etc. The wedding
planning industry is also booming. In Jan, 2015, the
wedding planning industry was pegged at    $ 40 billion. 
Unique and interesting consumer trends observed in

2015 in the industry 
With global trends entering the indigenous market,

Indian weddings are donning a more corporate look and
feel, moving away from traditional themes. 
1. High degree of personalization - people spend more
per guest (but call fewer guests) and try to integrate
their love stories and interests in the decor, food and
themes. 
Destination weddings are getting more exotic, with
many weddings happening in Turkey, Europe, Sri

Lanka, and some remote destinations in India.
2. Modernization of ancient/ retro drapes, minimalist
silhouettes, bold colors. 

3. People became more & more fashion inclined, lot of
experimentation, drama. Consumer spent a lot of time
cross comparing 

4. Mix and match, accessories, a lot of tryouts in jewelry,
artisans' products. Hand-looms category grew 3 times
compared to last year. 

We can tell that consumers are starting to trust online
websites for their wedding purchases and this trend has
mainly started in 2015. We are seeing increase in
buying of heavy lehengas and sarees online. With few
websites starting to offer home trial etc. this trend will
change further in coming years as it makes it very easy
for the consumers to buy their outfits online without
wasting lot of time.

expectations from 2016 Wedding season 
We will continue to see a high degree of

personalisation, and also a willingness to experiment with
traditions. Brides now prefer to wear gowns instead of a
traditional saree to their receptions, depict their own love
story on their mehendi and leave goody bags for guests in
their hotel rooms to cure their hangovers. India has also
started adopting a few western traditions, namely bachelor
/ bachelorette parties, the idea of bridesmaids, and grand
wedding cakes. 
Technology has also taken over the wedding season &

so has buying habits. Lot of families & planners alike are
coming online to check latest trends in this wedding season.
For grooms we have seen a rise in Jodhpuri Sherwanis.
These sherwanis are different from the traditional ones as
most of them are handmade & have light colors instead of
the traditional red ones.
On the jewellery side, matte finish jewellery has seen a

rise in demand. Necklaces which are heavy on gem stones
are still constant favorites amongst wedding shoppers. 

employment generation 
It continues to be significant with the wedding industry

growing 25-30% YoY. It adds over 3 lakh jobs a year
(during season) 

region Wise trends pan india 
North India leads in wedding spends, Kerala weddings

focus more on gold.     Hyderabad is also growing at par
with other cities in wedding planning.
Though fashion and jewellery trends do differ from

region to region (as does the ceremony itself) Bollywood
is having a large effect on weddings across the nation, with
lots of communities embracing 'dhoom-dham' sangeets,
and glittery wedding outfits. 
General trends basis consumer behavior, with respect

to changing demands and preferences 
1. Heavy dupattas- Can be teamed up with all your

monotone kurtas 
2. Statement jewellery piece - Chand ballis, Maang

tikkas are in vogue. You can team them up with sarees as
well as salwar kameez. 
3. Designer clutches - A nice clutch can add lot of

glamour to your routine outfit. Pair it with simple chiffon
saree or a plain kurta, it will catch everyone's attention.

BHARATH REDDY 
Founder & Ceo
Retro Weddings

(A Part of Retro Group)
Ph: 9550054943 / 9963621006
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While consumption of meat,
sweets, and high-fat dairy

products that characterize a Western
diet significantly increases the risk
of Alzheimer's disease, traditional
Indian diet is associated with
reduced risk of the most common
form of dementia, revealed a new
study report. According to William
B Grant from Sunlight, Nutrition

and Health Research Centre in San
Francisco, California who is the
study author: The traditional
Mediterranean diet is associated
with about half the risk for
Alzheimer's disease of the Western
diet. The traditional diets of
countries such as India, Japan, and
Nigeria, with very low meat
consumption, are associated with an
additional 50 percent reduction in
risk of Alzheimer's disease," said.

The rate of Alzheimer’s disease
(AD) is increasing worldwide with
the most significant risk factors
appearing to be associated with diet,
particularly the consumption of
sweets, meat, and high-fat dairy
products common in the Western
diet.
For example, during Japan’s

transition from the Japanese diet to
the western diet Alzheimer’s rates
increased from 1 percent in 1985 to

Indian meals can help
combat Alzheimer's 
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7 percent in 2008. The risk factors,
identified by study evidence, also
linked eating vegetables,
legumes, fruits, grains,
fish, and low-fat dairy
products to lower risk for
Alzheimer’s.
The study

discussed the specific
risk that each country
and region faces in
Alzheimer’s
development based on
their dietary habits. The
results revealed that the most
important dietary link to
Alzheimer’s appears to be meat
consumption. Eggs and high-fat dairy also contribute to
a big extent while higher vitamin D status is associated
with reduced risk.
Fruits, vegetables, grains, low-fat dairy products,

legumes, and fish are associated with reduced risk of
Alzheimer's disease, the study said. To determine dietary
risk factors for Alzheimer's disease, the researcher
reviewed journal literature. Besides, an ecological study
was also conducted using Alzheimer's disease
prevalence data from 10 countries including India along
with dietary supply data 5, 10, and 15 years before the
prevalence data.

The other countries from
which data was taken include

Brazil, Chile, Cuba,
Egypt, Mongolia,
Nigeria, Republic of
Korea, Sri Lanka and
the US. Dietary
supply of meat or
animal products
(minus milk) five
years before
Alzheimer's disease

prevalence had the
highest correlations with

Alzheimer's disease prevalence
in this study published in the Journal

of the American College of Nutrition.
The study discussed the specific risk each country

and region faces for developing Alzheimer's disease
based on their associated dietary habits. Residents of the
US seem to be at particular risk, with each person having
about a four percent chance of developing Alzheimer's
disease, likely due in part to the Western dietary pattern,
which tends to include a large amount of meat
consumption.  
 "Reducing meat consumption could significantly

reduce the risk of Alzheimer's disease as well as of
several cancers, diabetes mellitus Type-2, stroke, and,
likely, chronic kidney disease," Grant noted. 
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When physicians and
health-care profession-
als think of the term

digital medicine a first reaction
might be that this represents a self
contradictory idea. Medicine in-
volves human touch and anything
digital has traditionally been con-
ceived as its antithesis. This senti-
ment is unsurprising given
reactions to the big foray of com-
puters in medicine—electronic
medical records—considered by
some to have diminished the rela-
tionship between doctors and their
patients.
But fans of Star Trek will re-

member the tricorder, a rectangular
device with a detachable sensor
probe that could perform an ex-
traordinary array of rapid and accu-
rate medical diagnostics. While
that was a science –fiction televi-
sion show in the 1960s that envi-
sioned the 23rd century, we are
approaching such capability now.
Smart phones paired with various
wearable biosensors can now cap-
ture a six-lead electrocardiogram,
continuous glucose, and passively
stream in real time many vital
signs, other than blood pressure.
Physical examination tools can
connect to the phone and be
used for ear, eyes,
throat, and
lung inter-
rogation.
Such data
can be inter-
preted through em-
bedded or cloud-based algorithms

to give the patient an immediate
answer about their metrics before
consulting a doctor.
So this truly represents both

digitisation and democratisation,
now giving patients the capability
of generating their own data—and
having algorithms and machine
support to help interpret it. But this
new medicine is still in its very
early phase. Many more innovative
sensors, incorporating microfluidic
chips able to perform both routine
and specialised lab tests, or carbon
nanotubes for analysis of breath

and body
fluid,

or nanopore technology for DNA
sequencing, and so much more are
in the development and regulatory
queue.1 All of these hardware at-
tachments to smartphone and soft-
ware apps require validation for
both accuracy and clinical use. But
the medicalisation of the smart-
phone is on an inevitable path for-
ward.
The convergence of smart-

phone-enabled mobile computa-
tional and connectivity capabilities
is only one aspect of digital medi-
cine; it also encompasses ge-
nomics, information systems,

empower patients & doctors
digital medicine
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wireless sensors, cloud computing,
and machine learning that can all
be incorporated into new systems
of health management, built around
real-world, patient-generated data.
And unlike some previous medical
technologies, digital medicine is a
global story since low-income and
middle-income countries have ac-
cess to this low-cost, cutting edge
technology. By 2020 it is projected
that about 80% of the world's adult
population will have smartphones
and broadband connectivity, en-
abling the trend of “flattening the
earth” toward achieving parity of
access to such technology.4 Med-
ical data that were previously un-
obtainable can now be streamed in
real time from almost anywhere in
the world to another location. In re-
mote locations where few doctors
are available, interpretation of the
data is likely to be increasingly
done with computer support, which

can be coordinated by community
health workers.
But many uncertainties sur-

round digital medicine. There are
serious concerns regarding privacy
and security of data, which have
yet to be addressed in any mean-
ingful way. And robust evidence is
needed about the benefits of digital
medicine in terms of improved out-
comes, cost-effectiveness, and the
ability of individuals to take more
charge of their care. To date, there
has been almost no integration of
data arising from the traditional
doctor and health system with that
generated by patients. Until these
concerns are resolved, digital med-
icine may continue to be seen as
unwanted, an extension of the elec-
tronic medical record story.
Despite these concerns, digital

medicine is a rich resource for
health-care professionals and pa-
tients. Because changes in health

care is a fundamental part of social
and intellectual evolution. The
modern practice of scientific med-
icine depends on the existence of
the written and printed word to
store medical information. Because
computers can transform informa-
tion as well as store it, new digital
tools cannot only record clinical
data, they can also generate med-
ical knowledge. In doing so, they
make it possible to develop "digital
medicine" that is potentially more
precise, more effective, more ex-
perimental, more widely distrib-
uted, and more egalitarian than
current medical practice. Critical
steps in the creation of digital med-
icine are careful analysis of the im-
pact of new technologies and
coordinated efforts to direct tech-
nological development towards
creating a new paradigm of med-
ical care.

(With internet inputs)
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Ill effects of pollution in the country leading to alarmingconsequences. Researchers have estimated that every
year more than 14 lakh people die prematurely due to
household and outdoor air pollution, while air pollution
kills more than 5.5 million people prematurely every year
in the world, India and China together account for 55
percent of these deaths, the research showed. The
findings were presented at the 2016 annual meeting of
the American Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS) in Washington, DC.
The international team of researchers from India,

China, Canada and the US estimated that despite efforts
to limit future emissions, the number of premature
deaths linked to air pollution will climb over the next
two decades unless more aggressive targets are set.
Power plants, industrial manufacturing, vehicle exhaust
and burning coal and wood all release small particles
into the air that are dangerous to a person's health. China
and India ranked 4th and 6th worst in the world
respectively. Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Pakistan were
ranked 11th, 12th and 15th on this count. China and India
aren't among the worst hit in absolute terms because of
the sheer size of their respective population. Even after
adjusting for population, these two countries along with

Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Pakistan were among the 15
nations with the highest toll per million populations.  In
India, a major contributor to poor air quality is the
practice of burning wood, dung and similar sources of
biomass for cooking and heating. Millions of families,
among the poorest in India, are regularly exposed to high
levels of particulate matter in their own homes. "India
needs a three-pronged mitigation approach to address
industrial coal burning, open burning for agriculture,
and household air pollution sources," said one of the
researchers Chandra Venkataraman, professor at Indian
Institute of Technology Bombay, in Mumbai.

In China, burning coal is the biggest contributor to
poor air quality. Outdoor air pollution from coal alone
caused an estimated 366,000 deaths in China in 2013,
Qiao Ma, a doctoral student at Tsinghua University in
Beijing, China, noted. "Our study highlights the urgent
need for even more aggressive strategies to reduce
emissions from coal and from other sectors," Ma said.

The research is an extension of the Global Burden
of Disease study, an international collaboration led by
the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME)
at the University of Washington that systematically
measured health and its risk factors, including air
pollution levels, for 188 countries between 1990 and
2013. 

14 lakhs every year die

pollution mass
killer in india





ENVIRONMENT The News You Like | October, 201664

The news neTwoRk

How many tigers are there in our
forests and tiger reserves now?

Government recent estimate puts
number at 2,226. Not all agree on
this figure. Extrapolations from
scientific ground estimates could
make the number swing between
nearly 1,500 and 3,000, a swing like
this can make a difference in
classifying the high profile Project
Tiger a success or a failure and hence
estimates are crucial for policy
formulation.
Wildlife experts use different

techniques to estimate tiger
populations. Experts from the
government's Wildlife Institute of
India (WII), Dehradun, have
suggested that in central India's most
famous tiger habitat Kanha National
Park, some estimates could be
higher by as much as 30 per cent.
Yadvendradev Jhala, a well-known
tiger researcher from WII, writes in
a published scientific paper that
experts using DNA fingerprinting
techniques had estimated the tiger
number in Kanha to be 89, while

another scientific technique that
relies on camera traps gave a much
lower estimate of 60. No doubt
tigers are reclusive animals and
counting them is not easy but such a
huge discrepancy of a third of the
population casts a doubt on the
reliability of both the techniques.
Speaking at the tiger summit in

April, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had said, “India has a long
standing and successful track record
of protecting its tigers. We launched
Project Tiger in 1973. Tiger
conservation is a collective
responsibility of the government of
India and states. Due to such
collective efforts, there has been a
rise of thirty per cent in the number
of tigers. It has gone up from 1,706
in 2010 to 2,226 in 2014. “The same
meeting of global tiger experts held
in new Delhi gave an ambitious
target of doubling the global
population of tigers in less than a
decade. This doubling was
announced in the April meeting of
Global Tiger Forum which said “A
100 years ago (globally) there were
100,000 wild tigers. By 2010, there

were as few as 3,200. In 2010, tiger
range governments agreed to act to
double wild tigers by 2022. This
goal is known as Tx2. “A tall order,
say some experts.
In the last century when tiger

numbers really dipped, it was at
Kanha National Park in Madhya
Pradesh that the now highly
discredited system of counting
tigers using pug marks was initially
validated. It was made out to be a
scientific method by the iconic tiger
conservationist H S Panwar who
was then Field Director of the Kanha
National Park for a long time. This
technique came under a cloud when
K Ullas Karanth, now Director for
Science in Asia, for Wildlife
Conservation Society, Bengaluru
who took some pug mark casts
from captive tigers and
asked experts to
differentiate them, it
exposed the utter
weakness of the pug
mark technique.
This was then
dumped for good.
A new

Are our tiger
numbers
inflated?
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method called camera trapping was
deployed initially in southern India
by Karanth's team to estimate tiger
numbers by photographing them in
the wild. Using some remote
cameras, tigers were made to take
`selfies' and it assumed that the
stripe patterns of each animal is as
distinctive as human fingerprints,
then after collating a large number
of pictures tiger numbers could be
arrived at.
This was an expensive but

certainly more robust than chasing
tiger footprints. Using some
sophisticated statistical tools called
capture and re-capture techniques
and pattern recognition software,
more reliable tiger numbers were
arrived at. This technique showed
that tiger numbers were dipping
drastically and alarm bells rang out
that the tiger may go extinct by the
turn of the millennium.
But, thanks to some very active

policing by tiger experts like Rajesh
Gopal, the head of the National

Tiger Conservation Authority, it
helped bring back the tiger from the
brink of extinction. This method of
using camera traps was then adopted
by the WII and deployed in all tiger
habitats and the latest estimate of
2,226 adult tigers in India is
basically an outcome of using
camera traps.
Yet in some areas, especially

where cameras are liable to be
vandalised, or in areas where Naxal
violence dominated it was
impossible to use camera traps, this
was now well into the 21st century
and DNA techniques had been
mastered. Experts started using
DNA techniques to estimate the
tiger numbers, for this either tiger
hair is collected or the droppings of
tigers (`scats' as scientists call them)
are collected and then
subjected to
some
nifty

biochemical analysis. Scientists
bring back bag loads of smelly tiger
shit and then subject it to modern
biotechnological procedures to
literally arrive at the individual tiger
numbers. This was likely to become
the gold standard since it is hard to
go wrong with DNA finger prints.
This technique of using tiger
droppings has been mastered at two
top of the line laboratories in
Hyderabad and Bengaluru. Now the
group from WII has questioned the
veracity of the techniques used for
DNA-based estimation in a cheekily
titled paper `Schrodinger's scat' a
spin on the famous `Schrodinger's
cat'.
Jhala reports in this recent paper

that the researchers were wrongly
identifying leopards as tigers. A fatal
error that can lead to the bloating of

tiger numbers since leopards
are far more common. In
a statement, Jhala
says, “What are the
implications of
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these findings? The authors point out that these
erroneous (DNA) primers have been used in
many prestigious publications. Due to the
possibility of leopard scats being misidentified
as tiger, this could lead to inflated tiger
population estimates. “For instance, the
historical population of tigers south of the
Narmada has been estimated at around 50,000,
in one study using these primers. Given that
these studies were conducted with the erroneous
primers, this number may need to be revisited.”
The war of numbers between different tiger

experts does not end here. Four of the best tiger
conservationists led by Karanth recently
slammed the projected doubling of tiger
numbers as “scientifically not convincing“.
Further adding that “using flawed survey
methodologies can lead to incorrect
conclusions, an illusion of success, and
slackening of conservation efforts, when in
reality grave concern is called for. Glossing over
serious methodological flaws or weak and
incomplete data to generate feel-good ̀ news' is
a disservice to conservation, because tigers now
occupy only 7 per cent of their historic range.
“A recent World Conservation Union

(IUCN) assessment showed 40 per cent habitat
loss in the last decade, and a spike in poaching
pressure in many regions. This is not a time for
conservationists to take their eyes off the ball
and pat each other on the back, “they said.
Emphasising that “even taking these putative
tiger numbers at face value, simple calculations
show that doubling of the world's tigers in 10
years as hoped for in the Global Tiger Forum
report is not a realistic proposition. Assuming
70-90 per cent of wild tigers are in source
populations with slow growth, such an
anticipated doubling of global tiger numbers
would demand an increase between 364-831 per
cent in these sink landscapes. We believe this to
be an unlikely scenario. “Evidence that
scientists are literally clawing at each other.
Karanth and his team say “Rather than engaging
in these tiger number games that distract them
from reality, conservationists must now focus
on enhancing and expanding recovery and
monitoring of source populations, while
protecting their remaining habitat and their
linkages, all the while being guided by the best
of science.“ 
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